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Based on an ethnographic study of Hammarby Sjöstad, Stockholm, this symposium explores the 
relevance of the concept of community to contemporary urban sustainable development. The con-
cept of community is ubiquitous within policies and discussions of sustainability but its meaning and 
implications are not always fully spelled out or scrutinised. Graham and Nordin examine the kinds of 
community that exist in Hammarby Sjöstad and to what extent they are compatible with central tenets 
and assumptions surrounding the city.

Canada Research Chair in Urban and Regional Political Economy and professor of 
geography at the University of British Columbia JAMIE PECK is a world leading theorist 
of urban economy and government. His monographs include Work Place (1996) for 
which he received the Choice “Outstanding Academic Book Award;” Workfare States 
(2001); Constructions of Neoliberal Reason (2010), and the edited collections City 
of Revolution: Restructuring Manchester (with Kevin Ward, 2002) and Contesting 
Neoliberalism: Urban Frontiers (with Helga Leitner and Eric Sheppard, 2006). His 
recent work probes creativity policies in Amsterdam, contingent work in Chicago 
and the influence of conservative think tanks on post-crisis urban policy in New 
York and New Orleans. Professor Peck is currently developing the notion of 
austerity urbanism to capture the state of the city in late neoliberal times.

LARS MIKAEL RAATTAMAA, Architect and poet
MOA TUNSTRÖM, Cultural Geographer, Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm

Kindly register for this event by sending an email with your name and affiliation 
(firm, school or organization) to AXIOM2012@SOCANT.SU.SE  Participation is free of charge.

Aula Magna, Stockholm University, January 28, 2-5 pm

Mark Graham is a social anthropologist at Stockholm University. He leads the project Model City: 
Community and Sustainability in Hammarby Sjöstad financed by FORMAS. The project provides a 
critical evaluation of the rhetorical and normative way in which the community concept is used within 
discourses of sustainable urban development. Lissa Nordin is a collaborator on the project. She is a 
social anthropologist at the Centre for Gender Studies, Stockholm University. Her earlier research has 
examined forms of community, local development, identity, class and masculinity in northern Sweden.
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