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Preface
B. B. King once explained that blues has to do with people, 
places and things. This is equally true for anthropology. If 
anthropologists in the past preferred people and things found 
in the most out-of-the-way places, focusing on the most exotic 
and difficult to comprehend, this is no longer always the case. 
And as we have learnt, things closer to home can in fact turn 
out to be as elusive and peculiar as, say, Nuer witchcraft, Ha-
waiian kinship or Melanesian cargo cults. Instead of where and 
what, the uniqueness of anthropological research has more to 
do with how we approach things. Important here, I believe, is a 
readiness to listen and to unlearn.   
 During my recent fieldwork in South India, I met with 
18-year-old Wanlin, who was away from home for the first 
time. He worked in a juice bar in a tourist destination on 
Kerala’s beautiful shoreline. Wanlin was from the hills of 
Northeast India, not far from the border with Burma. He had 
come all the way to 
Kerala to earn money 
and seemed deter-
mined to continue 
working despite the 
harsh treatment and 
long hours he had 
to endure. Wanlin 
and the other young 
boys working in the 
juice bar were in the 
hands of its owner 
who didn’t pay their 
salaries, saying that 
they would get their 
money eventually, 
at the end of the 
season. Wanlin’s fam-
ily lived on shifting 
cultivation and as 
subsistence farmers, cash rarely came their way. Even if the 
promised salary of Rupees 5,000 (about SEK 500) per month 
wasn’t much, after six months’ work he would be able to 
return home with a substantial amount. I used to check in on 
Wanlin once in a while and in one of our brief meetings I tried 
to cheer him up, pointing to the glittering blue-green ocean, 
and asked him if he had ever been for a swim. He looked at me 
with surprise and disbelief. I can’t remember what he said, but 
I felt afterwards that he must have taken it as a kind of betray-
al. Hadn’t I understood? He might make juice for the tourists, 
but otherwise he shared little of the life and pleasures of those 
like myself who found Kerala’s beaches irresistible. 
 Building trust is critical to what we do. PhD students Darcy 
Pan and Ulrik Jennische point to this in their accounts of their 
recent fieldwork in China and Ghana respectively. “It is an emo-
tional journey”, full of anxiety and difficulties, they tell us (see 
interview on page 8). Another of our PhD students, Susann Ull-
berg, successfully defended her thesis in May 2013 on flooding 
and memory in Argentina. The past years also witnessed many 
other developments in the department. Several researchers 
bagged major research grants, and many of us authored books 
and articles issued by international publishers. We organised 

several larger workshops and conferences and there were pro-
ductive activity in our research clusters with seminars, lectures 
and research applications. In terms of teaching we are pleased 
to see a continued positive trend in enrolment numbers; an 
increasing number of students choose our programs and 
courses. The undergraduate program in Global Development 
has, within a few years, become one of the ten most attractive 
programs at Stockholm University. The department came out 
very well in the national evaluation of 2013. The master pro-
gram in Social Anthropology was awarded the highest score, 
that is, “very high quality”. We have worked on extending our 
support to our students by offering more consultation time, by 
giving support in academic writing, by organising smaller sem-
inar groups for first year students, having practical methods 
training and in other ways improving the quality of teaching. 
We are also promoting the use of photography, film and other 

visual media. As part 
of this venture we 
have been running a 
film series, organised 
workshops and built 
up a Visual Lab with 
cameras and editing 
equipment for stu-
dents and faculty at 
the department (see 
report on page 4).
 I will take this 
opportunity to 
thank everyone for 
their hard work and 
enthusiasm. I would 
especially like to 
thank Helena Wulff 
and Erik Olsson who 
covered up for me 

during my time in the field in India and in other ways were 
a great support. I would also like to extend special thanks to 
Eva-Maria Hardtmann, Mattias Viktorin, Juan Velasquez, Ruben 
Andersson and Marie Larsson who are leaving the department. 
Eva Eyton has joined the department as acting administrative 
head, together with researchers Dolly Kikon, Anna Laine and 
Asta Vonderau. Simon Johansson and Kajsa Rudberg are our 
new PhD students. Karin Norman is retiring and after long ser-
vice to the subject and to this department, she will now make 
a passage to life as professor emeritus. Great work Karin! With 
the end of the academic year 2013/2014 I have also completed 
my three years as head of department. I have had a wonderful 
time, but now I look forward to getting back to more research 
and teaching. Thanks, and all the best! 

Bengt G. Karlsson
Head of Department
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By Andrew Mitchell 

A three-day workshop 
in May 2013 marked 

the opening of the Visual 
Lab at the Department 
of Social Anthropology. 
Though still in its infan-
cy, the Lab is well on the 
way to providing access to 
audio-visual equipment as 
well as technical support 
for researchers and staff 
to facilitate exploration of 
alternative methodologies 
utilising still images, video 
and sound. At present the 
Lab is primarily a research 
facility, though we intend 
to run student workshops 
in the near future.
 The focus of the May 
2013 workshops was to 
communicate and convey the technical and practical skills that 
are required for the production of documentary video and 
sound recording, still photography, as well as illustrating the 
possibilities of post-production techniques such as video edit-
ing and colour grading. Though three days was a short period 
for our attendees to absorb such a range of skills, the work-
shops were designed to provide a general overview of visual 
and audio techniques that can subsequently be built upon. The 
practical aspects of the workshops proved immensely popular, 
these included shooting and assessing still images, lighting and 
shooting an interview, as well as the production of a short one 
minute ‘in camera’ film, a film that requires no post-editing but 
is edited during the process of shooting it.
 Our tutors consisted of several industry professionals, each 
with their own individual specialisation, Chris Allingham, a 
documentary film producer and director, Stefan Heino, an 
audio engineer, Pelle Sättberger, a filmmaker and editor, as well 
as myself, a stills photographer and cameraman. Apart from 
imparting general skills, the philosophy of the Lab is to teach 
and comprehend the different roles that are required when 
producing documentary/ethnographic films, this includes 
producer, director, camera operator, sound technician, editor, 
and so on. Not only will this allow a space for transferable skills 
be acquired, but will also encourage and prepare researchers to 
become involved with other filmmakers or production houses 
during their own or other assignments. Increasingly anthro-
pologists are not only directing and producing their own films, 
but also provide assistance on non-academic projects that are 
intended for broadcast. Though researchers are of course en-
couraged to use visual methods at any stage of their fieldwork, 
even if purely for the sake of recording data, more ambitious 
opportunities may arise, and it is this that the Lab wishes to 
promote. 

 At present we have a number of researchers utilising our fa-
cilities for projects in production, these include Daniel Escobar 
López’s work, ‘Gender and tourism in an Andean community 
in Peru’, Bengt G. Karlsson’s project ‘The Indian Underbelly: 
Marginalisation and Migration in the Periphery’ in India, Juan 
Velasquez’s work on ‘Women’s roles in migration and urbani-
zation dynamics in Cochabamba (Bolivia)’, and my own project, 
‘Becoming-wolf’, based here in Sweden. As well as these pro-
jects, we are hoping to produce more short interviews with vis-
iting researchers at the department. Last summer Inge Daniels, 
a visiting scholar from the University of Oxford, discussed her 
research, ‘The Japanese House’, during a short video interview 
now accessible via the department’s website. In addition to im-
proving technical expertise and providing a platform for skills 
to be acquired and finely tuned, we are hoping that the Lab can 
facilitate a stronger visual presence for the department as a 
quick and easily accessible way to convey projects and research 
interests in an age where images are increasing becoming 
the first point of entry for many academic enquiries. Though 
ethnographers have traditionally worked alone, the Lab seeks 
to inspire staff and students to collaborate on visual projects 
as a team, this will not only increase the production value of 
any given assignment, but will also facilitate deeper insights 
into the ethnographic encounter. Image making is collaborative 
at many levels, and it is the basis of these collaborative skills, 
which the lab wishes to impart.

Andrew Mitchell joined the Department of Social Anthropology 
in September 2012. His doctoral research explores the contro-
versial presence of wolves in Sweden. Andrew’s current research 
interests focus upon anthropological perspectives on science and 
technology, as well as human-animal relations and domestica-
tion.

Visualising the ethnographic 
encounter 
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Daniel Escobar López filming at the ‘Inter-Regional Festival Chinchero 2013’ in 
October, Chinchero, Cusco, Peru. Photo: Giuseppe Escobar Banda



By Ruben Andersson

A growing body of interdisciplinary 
work on the bordering of Europe has 
emerged in recent years in relation 
to one of the main catalysts for the 
accelerating fortification of the fron-
tiers: the irregular migrant. Ethno-
graphically informed work has much 
to contribute to these interdisciplinary 
debates – not least in questioning 
their parameters. In his piece Ruben 
Andersson reflects on events taking 
place in 2013 which shaped European 
border politics.

In the world of irregular migration 
and European border controls – my 

PhD and postdoctoral topic – au-
tumn 2013 was off to a tragic start. 
The mass drowning of migrants and refugees outside the 
small Italian island of Lampedusa was certainly not the first 
tragedy of its kind – far from it – yet the scale of the disaster, 
and the ease of access for the news media so close to Europe-
an shores, helped give the story a much larger audience than is 
usually the case. The Pope lamented the avoidable loss of life; 
politicians in Rome and Brussels wrung their hands, promis-
ing decisive action. Some of their promises materialised, to 
be sure: Italy stepped up “humanitarian” patrols and surveil-
lance of the seas around Lampedusa during the autumn, and 
December saw the launch of a far-reaching “European external 
border surveillance system”, already in the works before the 
tragedy. But as for more humane measures such as easing visa 
access for people fleeing from war and persecution, progress 
has predictably – and depressingly – been non-existent. Very 
few politicians are willing to consider a rethink of the deadly 
policies that have turned Europe’s maritime frontiers into a 
vast graveyard. 
 One of this autumn’s presenters in the CEIFO/Transnational 
Migration seminar series, Hans Lucht from University of Co-
penhagen, talked about these tragedies and the human “sac-
rifice” they involve in November (see also his evocative New 
York Times story, 2013-10-07). I wrote an article myself about 
border controls for SvD Brännpunkt in October, in response to 
a comment piece by the EU Home Affairs Commissioner Cecilia 
Malmström the previous day. In her piece for DN Debatt, 
Malmström pushed for large EU investments in coordinated 
rescue operations across the Mediterranean to avoid more 
tragedies of the kind seen in Lampedusa. However, based on 
my PhD research at the Spanish-African border and the tough 
migration controls rolled out there in recent years, I argued 
that more such measures would be counterproductive. The 
controls themselves are the problem, not the solution. Despite 
the “humanitarian” talk, and despite any noble intentions on 
politicians’ part, doing more of the same thing will simply lead 
to more tragedies at the gates of Europe as migrants or smug-

glers choose ever riskier entry routes to evade controls.
 The counterproductive nature and tragic consequences of 
Europe’s border regime were among the themes emerging, too, 
from the international workshop on ethnographies of border 
controls that I and Shahram Khosravi organised in December 
at the department. 
 The workshop audience heard how border officers are often 
ambivalent about their tasks of patrolling, detaining or deport-
ing migrants, or else fight among each other over who should 
be in control of what pot of money or which bit of border 
intelligence. Migration control, after all, is a business – and as 
Europe fortifies its frontiers even more, security forces and de-
fence contractors stand to gain in resources and influence. This 
is the complex, conflictive and profitable field that politicians, 
with their increasingly frequent anti-migration rhetoric, would 
rather have us forget about. While ethnographies of border 
controls can illuminate and perhaps even challenge these 
border politics, the looming European parliament elections in 
2014 are sure to bring more of the same vitriol – along with 
ever-tougher measures, just as is happening at the US-Mexico 
border. 

Ruben Andersson joined the Department of Social Anthropology 
in 2013 as a postdoctoral researcher. His research focuses on 
how transnational cooperation in border controls develops with-
in and beyond European space, with specific reference to irregu-
lar migration. Ruben obtained his PhD in anthropology from the 
London School of Economics in 2013 for the thesis Clandestine 
migration and the business of bordering Europe. Unfortunately 
Ruben had to leave the department at the end of 2013: “I’ll miss, 
not least, the department’s great sense of collegiality and its 
vibrant research seminar series, but I hope to maintain contact 
in numerous ways, not least through more work on migration 
and borders. With thanks to everyone in the department, as well 
as with best wishes for a great start to the new year!” 

Ethnographic perspectives on 
border controls
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Wooden fishing boats off the coast of Dakar, Senegal, 2010. Photo: Ruben Andersson



Hebron is one of the oldest cities in the world, having been 
continuously inhabited for over 5,000 years. Its historic 

centre is characterized by the density of its Mamluk architec-
tural fabric, narrow, winding streets and stone masonry struc-
tures and is listed as a UNESCO world heritage site. 
 While many heritage sites have undergone gentrification, 
the old city of Hebron embarked on a somewhat different 
path. Thanks to an MFS scholarship I was able to stay for two 
months in Hebron and during my fieldwork the seemingly sim-
ple identification of heritage as a concept turned my attention 
to the narratives of occupation and the local ‘situation’. While 
UNESCO encourages a stricter architectural interpretation of 
heritage, most actors in the Hebronite heritage industry point 
to the local conflict as the factor of importance.
 Following the Israeli occupation of the Old City in 1967, the 
area was progressively abandoned and over time the physical 
condition of the city’s old buildings had deteriorated. By 1995, 
approximately 9,500 Palestinian residents had left, with less 
than 400 remaining. The economic life of the Old City was se-
verely affected, with the closure of 77 per cent of its shops and 
commercial activities. With the help of a UNESCO listing and 
as an area of intense armed conflict during the last decades, 
clashes still frequent to this day, Hebron’s old city has attracted 
the attention of foreign funding, activists, tourists and volun-
teers in increasing numbers since the second intifada in 2000. 
A housing project offers free accommodation for nuclear fam-
ily units willing to sustain life under direct Israeli occupation 
and heavy military presence. The old city has thus been made 
a space for internally displaced populations, suffering from 

bad social or economic conditions or start-
ing a rural-to-urban migration. This political 
demography has brought life back to the old 
city but has also placed it at the very bottom 
of the local socio-spatial hierarchy. 
 The identification of the old city of Hebron 
as a conflict zone is the main cognitive frame 
applied by international organizations as 
well as local tour guides involved in defining 
the social impact of Israeli settlement policy 
on the local Palestinian population’s right to 
live their lives and thus exercise their culture. 
Local actors and visiting ‘outsiders’ exercise a 
combination of political activism and disaster, 
or poverty, tourism. While old city residents 
are socially stigmatized and disregarded, 
new city residents are attracted by the flow 
of people from outside and the money that 
the old city attracts. Local power structures 
play in as those benefiting from economic 
schemes in the old city are new city universi-

ty graduates (mainly engineers), business owners, architects/
contractors, politicians or certified tourist guides (many from 
Bethlehem or Jerusalem).
 Heritage is being managed in a complex business system to 
support local elites, while the heritage site is being kept a living 
proof of the repression of Palestinian culture under occupation. 
Old city resident are seen by others as the recipients of aid 
and support, even though most of them work in the new city. 
Residents themselves partly accept this identification as it be-
comes a question of sumud’ or steadfastness, rendering some 
worthy of support (‘d’am’) because they have made a sacrifice 
and live in an occupied zone for a Palestinian cause. The logic 
of sumud supports the focus on a Israeli-Palestinian power 
relation being reinforced by a myriad of local NGOs reporting 
from Hebron, creating a knowledge façade about ‘the situa-
tion’ that blurs internal Palestinian boundaries and processes 
of distribution and social distinction. 
 In summary, the old city of Hebron is a space where the 
socially and economically fragile are settled in the midst of an 
ongoing military occupation. The space is identified as de-
prived and repressed but only in relation to an Israeli presence. 
Local Palestinian power structures and systems of accumulat-
ing capital from the old city lurk behind the cultural heritage 
and heritage as resistance headlines. It is my intention to 
unravel some of these processes of accumulation and better 
understand how the old city as heterotopia is reinterpreted 
locally and in relation global ‘outsides’.

Hebronite heritage under 
occupation

In 2013 the Department of Social Anthropology received funding from the Swedish Council for Higher Education (Universitets- och 
högskolerådet) for three minor field studies scholarships. Students enrolled on the department’s master program could apply for the 
scholarships which enabled them to spend eight weeks in a ‘developing’ country to gather material for their master thesis. One of 
the scholarship recipients travelled to the West Bank city of Hebron to write about ‘Hebronite heritage under occupation’. In this text, 
the student sets the scene for the thesis project. Due to the difficulty to enter the West Bank, the student’s identity is concealed. 

6

The Abraham mosque covered in snow during fieldwork in December 2013.



Interview by Lina Lorentz

Associate Professor Alireza Behtoui is working on the 
research project ‘Reducing Early School Leaving in the EU: 

A Comparative Qualitative and Quantitative Research (RESL.
eu)’ together with PhD candidate Kajsa Rudberg in the depart-
ment. There are other researchers from Belgium, UK, Portugal, 
the Netherlands, Poland, Spain, Hungary and Austria who are 
involved in this project which is funded by EU’s FP7 program 
and runs between 2013 and 2017. 
 RESL.eu aims to provide insights into the mechanisms and 
processes influencing students to leave school early. In addi-
tion, it intends to identify and analyse the intervention and 
compensation measures that succeed in keeping students in 
education or training.
 The research project will collect data from about 3,000 

students in each country. The same students will be requested 
for a follow-up survey, two years later, to enquire about their 
trajectory during the intermediate period. In the meantime, 
qualitative interviewing will take place through contacts with 
28 selected students consisting of both school stayers (at risk 
of leaving school early) and school leavers. In each country, a 
group of 100 school staff and administrators will be surveyed. 
In addition, four focus group discussions with school staff per 
country will take place.
 “We hope that the results of this study can help deci-
sion-makers in the scholarly community and policy makers on 
different levels to design efficient education policies and inno-
vate educational systems by developing comparative indica-
tors for the issue of early school leavers,” says Alireza Behtoui. 
 The project aims to continuously refine the theoretical 
framework on the processes explaining and influencing early 
school leavers and to gain insight into the mechanisms behind 

and the processes that make students take the decision to 
drop out of school. 
 “By participating in the project students will have the 
opportunity to discuss all aspects of their school experiences. 
School principals and teachers will have a chance to enhance 
their understanding of the interaction between students, the 
school environment, the curriculum, family and community, 
and possibly develop strategies to increase the rates of school 
completion by collaborating more effectively with students 
and their parents,” Alireza Behtoui continues.
 The partner countries in the project allow for a unique 
insight into different educational system, he says. “We have 
different school systems in the EU. For example there are dif-
ferent tracking systems and apprenticeship in the collaborating 
project countries’ educational systems. We have much to learn 
from each other’s educational practices. These various prac-

tices provide unique views for 
us in Sweden as to what works 
or does not work in our own 
educational system. In other 
words, these differences can be 
seen as a natural laboratory in 
which we can identify effective 
practices.”
 “The main advantage of be-
ing involved in a large EU-fund-
ed project is the opportunity 
to extend your academic 
network. You also learn a lot 
from other colleagues who are 
working with other theoretical 
and methodological traditions, 
rooted in different academic 
disciplines. On the other hand, 
various academic cultures 
sometimes take longer to be 
harmonized in a group, com-
pared with a situation when 
you are used to work with 

colleagues with the same working culture that you are already 
familiar with,” explains Alireza Behtoui. 
 “Our main activity in 2014 is data collection and fieldwork. 
Now we have designed the questionnaires for the quantitative 
part and the interview guidelines for the qualitative part of 
the project. The next step is to start empirical research in the 
schools,” he concludes.

Associate Professor Alireza Behtoui previously conducted a re-
search project on the transition from school to work (completed 
2009), and is currently working on the project ‘Equal work-places 
in a world of inequality’ in addition to the RESL.eu project. He 
has also been actively involved and contributing author within 
the projects ‘Transnational Educational Careers’ and ‘TIES’. He 
has a long experience of large-scale quantitative data collection 
in different research projects.

Finding strategies to keep 
students in school
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Schoolyard in Marseille, France. Photo: Jannete Hentati



8

Settling down in the field
Interview by Lina Lorentz

Having spent almost 12 months carrying out fieldwork, 
Darcy Pan and Ulrik Jennische returned to their doc-

toral studies at the Department of Social Anthropology 
in 2013. In this interview they share some of their expe-
riences and observations from their fields in South China 
and northern Ghana respectively.
 A PhD in social anthropology in the department compri-
ses four and a half years of studies of which approxima-
tely one year is devoted to fieldwork. Fieldwork is central 
to anthropology and following international research tra-
dition, participant observation is of particular importance 
in addition to conducting interviews. By spending a longer 
period of time in the field the researcher is given a chance 
to gain deeper insights into the complexities of social life.
 For his doctoral project Ulrik Jennische travelled to 
Tamale, the capital of Ghana’s Northern Region. Between 
September 2012 and June 2013 he spent time with urban 
small-scale traders in the rapidly changing and expanding 
Tamale Central Business District. His study aims to understand 
the role of urban small-scale trade in Ghana’s further political 
development. In addition to being a place of economic ex-
change, the market is a public space where ideas and values 
are discussed and mediated.
 Darcy Pan’s research project sets out to understand how 
international development works on the ground with a case 
study of grassroots labour NGOs in South China and their 
connections with international civil society. Civil society plays 
a key role in providing funding and facilitating knowledge and 
skills for Chinese grassroots labour NGOs. Her project exami-
nes how these NGOs carry out their work in a semi-authorita-
rian regime. More specifically, she aims to explore questions 
about how NGOs deal with the state.
 The focus of Darcy’s study turned out to be somewhat of 
a coincidence. The initial plan was to study Chinese internal 
migrant labourers but once in China Darcy found that the 
grassroots labour NGOs would offer a more intriguing focus 
for her PhD thesis. “I came into contact with the NGOs via the 
labourers I first set out to study. Most of the labourers work 
in factories under quite difficult conditions. They seek various 
forms of assistant from the NGOs, which are illegal,” Darcy 
says. “The fact that the NGOs operate without the consent of 
the Chinese state made it tricky to carry out my research. The 
conditions for my research became more difficult than if I had 
focused on migrant labourers; dealing with the Chinese autho-
rities became much harder. I was told to be very careful.”
 For Darcy this was the first time she was at this particular 
place in China, although she is familiar with the wider region. “I 
think the people I was in contact with found it interesting that 
I was from Taiwan. They were curious about the political situa-
tion there and about issues about democracy. Perhaps they 
found it easier to trust me,” she says. 
 Ulrik Jennische first visited Ghana in 2001, doing voluntary 
work in a local pre-school and he later wrote his master thesis 
about Ghana. Prior to starting his fieldwork as a doctoral stu-
dent he made a reconnaissance trip to the country to establish 
contacts on the ground. “In Tamale everyone is involved in 

trade in one way or the other and it is a very important means 
of employment. Tamale is the fastest growing city in West 
Africa, and trade is a driving force in this process,” he says. For 
his PhD thesis he wants to explore the paradoxical context in 
which traders work. On the one hand, the state establishes 
a social safety net for the workers, encouraging them to take 
loans and bringing them under state control. On the other the 
state continues to categorise their activities as informal. One 
day a trader can be taxed by the city, while the next day be 
sent off and banned from the same place. 
 “Doing fieldwork is a very emotional journey,” Ulrik says. 
“You have feelings of anxiety, you feel shy, and you are always 
going to be an outsider,” he continues. “Getting started is 
tricky, getting to know people takes time. Although I was pre-
pared and had planned things in advance, it was frustrating to 
wait endlessly (it seemed) for things to happen, people to talk 
to. One of the more difficult things throughout my time in the 
field was to be able to remain focused and not lose sight of my 
original plans.”
 “It is sometimes difficult to get hold of information, or pe-
ople to interview,” says Darcy as regards the less joyful features 
of fieldwork. Darcy says she was ‘living in the field’. Returning 
home was therefor also a matter of adjusting to new surroun-
dings. “When I came back I suddenly discovered that I walked 
slower, and things were so much quieter!”
 Throughout his time in the field Ulrik wrote and posted 
many photos on his Swedish blog faltrapport.wordpress.
com, which dealt with “markets, politics and anthropology in 
Northern Ghana”. “Writing in Swedish enabled me to think 
about the material I collected in other ways.” A welcome and 
valuable break from thinking and writing about his research in 
English which is normally the case, he says. “The blog was also 
a means to convey my material to a Swedish audience outside 
of academia.” 
 Both Darcy and Ulrik remain in contact with their infor-
mants. “They are people you have come to know and care 
about; the fact that I was able to leave China and their chances 
to do so is very limited have deepened my ties to them,” Darcy 
says. Ulrik receives almost daily text messages from friends 
and informants in Tamale and follows their lives via Facebook. 

A legal training workshop for workers who have questions about 
work-related injuries and compensation. Photo: Darcy Pan

http://faltrapport.wordpress.com/
http://faltrapport.wordpress.com/
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Women drying chillies in an unfinished shopping center in Tamale, Ghana. 
Traders ’occupying’ a goods station in Tamale, Ghana (above). Photos: Ulrik Jennische



Spring term

Basic level
SOCiALAnTROPOLOGi i
introduktion till socialantropologi
Teacher: Mattias Viktorin 
Assistant: Johan Nilsson
Gränser, identitet, samhälle
Teacher: Raoul Galli 
Assistant: Mia Forrest 
migration, kultur och mångfald
Teacher: Shahram Khosravi
Assistant: Jannete Hentati
Den socialantropologiska forsknings-
processen
Teacher: Raoul Galli
Assistant: Degla Salim

SOCiALAnTROPOLOGi ii
Teorihistoria
Teacher: Oscar Jansson
Assistant: Per Drougge
Kommunikation och estetik 
Teachers: Helena Wulff, Mattias Viktorin
miljö och samhälle: introduktion till 
miljöantropologi och politisk ekologi
Teacher: Titti Schmidt 
ursprungsfolk idag: Global kamp för 
lokala rättigheter 
Teacher: Titti Schmidt 
myter, kosmologier, ritualer. En intro-
duktion till religionsantropologi
Teacher: Annika Rabo
Genus och sexualitet 
Teacher: Mark Graham 
Assistant: Mia Forrest 

SOCiALAnTROPOLOGi iii
Aktuella socialantropologiska debatter 
Teacher: Anette Nyqvist
uppsatsförberedande kurs
Teacher: Staffan Löfving 
Specialarbete
Teachers: Mattias Viktorin, Marie Lars-
son, Titti Schmidt, Erik Nilsson, Christer 
Norström, Gunilla Bjerén, Jelena Spase-
nic, Felicia Garcia 

SOCiALAnTROPOLOGi iii SKAnD
metod och fältarbete 
Teacher: Mattias Viktorin 
Specialarbete
Teachers: Mattias Viktorin, Marie Lars-
son, Titti Schmidt, Erik Nilsson, Christer 
Norström, Gunilla Bjerén, Jelena Spase-
nic, Felicia Garcia 
 

GLOBAL uTVECKLinG
Term 2
Säkerhet konflikt och demokratisering
Teacher: Staffan Löfving together with 
the Department of Political Science
Specialarbete
Teacher: Staffan Löfving together with 
the Department of Political Science
 
Advanced level
Term 2
Anthropology of global economy
Teacher: Lotta Björklund Larsen
media anthropology
Teacher: Helena Wulff
urban lives. The anthropology of place 
and space 
Teacher: Shahram Khosravi
Anthropology of organisations
Teachers: Christina Garsten, Anette 
Nyqvist
Feminism, capitalism, and the market-
place
Teacher: Melissa Fisher

Term 4
master thesis
Teacher: Karin Norman 
Other teachers: Urban Larssen, Mark 
Graham, Staffan Löfving, Jennifer Mack, 
Titti Schmidt, Asta Vonderau, Helena 
Wulff, Erik Olsson, Christer Norström

PhD courses
Vetenskapsteori
Teacher: Mark Graham 
Aktuella antropologiska problem
Teacher: Karin Norman 

Statistikkurs 
Teacher: Alireza Behtoui 

Autumn term

Film series
Teacher: Anna Laine

Basic level
SOCiALAnTROPOLOGi i
introduktion till socialantropologi
Course co-ordinator: Mattias Viktorin 
Teacher: Jesper Bjarnesen 
Assistant: Johanna Gullberg 
Gränser, identitet, samhälle
Course co-ordinators: Christer Norström, 
Mattias Viktorin
Teacher: Juan Velasquez 
Assistant: Degla Salim
migration, kultur och mångfald
Course co-ordinator: Shahram Khosravi
Teacher: Ruben Andersson 
Assistant: Jannete Hentati 
Den socialantropologiska forsknings-
processen
Course co-ordinator: Staffan Löfving
Teacher: Urban Larssen
Assistant: Hege Høyer Leivestad

SOCiALAnTROPOLOGi ii
Teorihistoria
Teacher: Erik Nilsson
Kommunikation och estetik
Teachers: Helena Wulff, Mattias Viktorin
miljö och samhälle: introduktion till 
miljöantropologi och politisk ekologi
Teacher: Titti Schmidt

Courses taught in 2013
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Genus och sexualitet
Teacher: Mark Graham 
Assistant: Darcy Pan

SOCiALAnTROPOLOGi iii
Aktuella socialantropologiska debatter
Teacher: Anette Nyqvist
uppsatsförberedande kurs
Teacher: Staffan Löfving
Assistant: Titti Schmidt
Specialarbete
Teachers: Marie Larsson, Gunilla Bjerén

SOCiALAnTROPOLOGi iii SKAnD
Transnationell antropologi 
Teachers: Mattias Viktorin, Erik Nilsson

GLOBAL uTVECKLinG
Term 1
Global utveckling - en introduktion 
Teacher: Staffan Löfving 
Globaliseringens rötter och samtid
Taught by other department

makt, identitet och politiska institutio-
ner
Taught by other department
Staden i världen
Taught by other department

Advanced level
Term 1
Philosophy of science for anthropolo-
gists
Teacher: Asta Vonderau
The history of anthropological theory
Teacher: Mark Graham
Assistant: Raoul Galli
Central themes in contemporary anth-
ropology
Teacher: Johan Lindqvist

Term 3
individual tutorial 
Teacher: Karin Norman
Other teachers: Staffan Löfving, Christer 
Norström, Titti Schmidt, Anna Laine

Anthropological method
Teachers: Titti Schmidt, Christer Nor-
ström
Anthropological fieldwork
Teacher: Marie Larsson

PhD courses
Transnational anthropology
Convener: Annika Rabo
Ethnographic research methods
Conveners: Bengt G. Karlsson, Ruben 
Andersson
Guest lecturers: Anna Laine, Ulf Hannerz, 
Rebecca Empson, Gunilla Bjerén, Staffan 
Löfving.
Anthropological classics
Convener: Karin Norman

Public defence of PhD thesis 
On may 28 Susann ullberg defended her PhD thesis Wa-
termarks: Urban Flooding and Memoryscape in Argentina, 
Stockholm Studies of Social Anthropology n.S. 6. Stockholm: 
Acta universitatis Stockholmiensis. Opponent was Professor 
Penny Harvey, manchester university.

The relationship between social experience and action in the 
context of recurrent disasters is often thought of in terms of 
adaptation. This study problematises this assumption from an 
anthropological perspective by analysing the memoryscape 
that mediates past experiences of disasters. The inquiry is 
based on translocal and transtemporal ethnographic fieldwork 
conducted in 2004-2011 in the flood-prone city of Santa Fe in 
Argentina. The study examines how past flooding is remem-
bered by flood victims in the middle- and low-income districts 
and by activists of the protest movement that emerged in 
the wake of the 2003 flood. It deals with flood memory in the 
local bureaucracy, in local historiography, myths and popular 
culture. The analysis reveals that the Santafesinian flood me-
moryscape is dynamically configured by evocative, reminiscent 
and commemorative modes of remembering, which are ex-
pressed in multiple forms, ranging from memorials and rituals 
to bureaucratic documents, infrastructure and everyday prac-
tices. The study addresses the relationship between memory, 
morality and social inequality and discusses the implications 
for questions regarding vulnerability, resilience and adaptation.
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RuBEn AnDERSSOn and SHAHRAm 
KHOSRAVi received funding from the 
Steering Group for Transnational Part-
nership, Stockholm University for the 
international workshop on ethnogra-
phies of border controls.

LOTTA BjöRKLunD LARSEn received 
funding from Riksbankens Jubileums-
fond for the book project ‘The Making 
of a Tax Payer. Practices, Values and 
the Economization of Society at the 
Swedish Tax Agency’. The project 
is placed at Tema T, Department of 
Technology and Social Change, Linköping 
University.

LOTTA BjöRKLunD LARSEn received 
funding from Riksbankens Jubileums-
fond for network initiation ’Nordtax’ 
in collaboration with Åsa Gunnarsson, 
Umeå University. The project is placed at 
Tema T, Department of Technology and 
Social Change, Linköping University.

DAniEL ESCOBAR LóPEz received 
funding from the Swedish Society for 
Anthropology and Geography (SSAG).

CHRiSTinA GARSTEn received funding 
from Vetenskapsrådet (Swedish Research 
Council) for the project ‘Global Policy 
Brokers: The Role of Transnational Think 
Tanks in Shaping Political Agendas’. 
Project leader: Christina Garsten. Project 
partner: Adrienne Sörbom. The project is 
placed at Score, Stockholm University.

RAOuL GALLi received funding for three 
years from Ridderstads stiftelse för his-
torisk grafisk forskning for the postdoc-
toral project ‘The advertising profession: 
identity, titles, careers and conflicts in 
Sweden 1960-2010’.

SADiA HASSAnEn together with Karen 
Haandrikman received funding from 
Stockholm University Linnaeus Centre 
on Social Policy and Family Dynamics in 
Europe (SPaDE) for fieldwork in Australia. 
Sadia Hassanen’s money is placed at 
Multicultural Centre, Botkyrka and Karen 
Haandrikman’s money at the Depart-
ment of Human Geography, Stockholm 
University.

SADiA HASSAnEn together with Karen 
Haandrikman received funding from 
the Swedish Society for Anthropology 
and Geography (SSAG) for fieldwork in 
Australia. Sadia Hassanen’s money is 
placed at Multicultural Centre, Botkyr-

ka and Karen Haandrikman’s money at 
the Department of Human Geography, 
Stockholm University.

HEGE HøyER LEiVESTAD received fund-
ing from Helge Ax:son Johnson founda-
tion for fieldwork in Spain.

HEGE HøyER LEiVESTAD received 
funding from the Swedish Society for 
Anthropology and Geography (SSAG) for 
fieldwork in Spain.

AnETTE nyqViST received funding from 
Vetenskapsrådet (Swedish Research 
Council) (2014-2016) for the project 
‘Finansvärldens världsförbättrare: En et-
nografisk undersökning om vad pension-
skapital gör – och inte gör’. The project is 
placed at Score, Stockholm University.

REniTA THEDVALL received funding 
from Vetenskapsrådet (Swedish Research 
Council) for the project ‘Managing 
preschool the Lean way. An industrial 
management model enters childcare’. 
The project is placed at Score, Stockholm 
University.

juAn VELASquEz received funding 
from Kungl. Vetenskapsakademien, stif-
telsen Margit Althins Stipendiefond. 

ASTA VOnDERAu received funding from 
Riksbankens Jubileumsfond for the pro-
ject ‘Farming Data, Forming the Cloud: 
Environmental Impact and Cultural 
Production of IT technology’.

HELEnA wuLFF received a conference 
grant from Vetenskapsrådet (Swedish 
Research Council) for Stockholm Anthro-
pology Roundtable October 4-6.

Research funding/grants
Facebook’s data centre in Luleå, Sweden. Find out more about Asta Vonderau's 
project on page 27. Photo: Gunnar Svedenbäck

Sunset in the Peruvian Andean village of Ccorimarca. Photo: Daniel Escobar López
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migration
Researchers in the Migration cluster look 
into questions generated from social 
phenomena and structures, especially 
migration, ethnicity, social movements 
and diaspora. In recent years, leading 
research has emphasized the impor-
tance of social analysis having to take 
into account cross-border relationships 
and structures that characterize con-
temporary society and its social and 
cultural life. A variety of intersecting and 
conflictual social relationships, such as 
those linked to differences in gender, age 
and social status, place special demands 
on the theoretical and methodological 
development of the research. Given the 
Department’s transnational profile and 
social anthropological focus, in which 
research has a genuinely empirical inter-
est in how people set up their lives, the 
Migration cluster has great potential for 
a dynamic knowledge development.

Professor Erik Olsson leads the migra-
tion cluster.

Environment
The Environment cluster provides a 
framework for theoretical debate and 
development on issues on the environ-
ment and climate change in societal, 
cultural, and global perspectives. The 
research aims to contribute to the un-
derstanding of the interaction between 
society and the environment and exam-
ines the extent to which anthropologists 
can provide knowledge of how human 
actions affect the environment. 

Researchers study the impact of climate 
and environmental change on the con-
ditions for a functioning social life and 
how individuals and communities adapt 
on various organisational levels and by 
means of acting. The question whether 
possibilities to protect the environment 
can interact with political and economic 
power structures is also being studied. 

Professor Gudrun Dahl leads the Envi-
ronment cluster.

media
The Media cluster elucidates and ex-
plores humanity’s increasingly varied 
opportunities for expression and com-
munication in time and space, and its 
impact on culture and society, not least 
in transnational relations. Media is not 
only electronic media, but includes other 
basic cultural forms such as speech, 
text, image, as well as dance and sound, 
and architecture and design. Reaching 
a broad understanding of human forms 
of media communication, and simulta-
neously illustrating their diversity and 
change, is one of the central tasks of 
anthropology. Researchers in the cluster 
study, amongst other topics, time and 
visual anthropology, activists’ use of the 
internet, and literature and art related to 
questions about media.

Professor Helena wulff leads the media 
cluster.

Organisation
Organisational research focuses on how 
people’s actions are coordinated socially 
and collectively. A central issue is the 
study of the cultural beliefs and norms 
that shape organisations, how they are 
used to coordinate and integrate, but 
also how they are reinterpreted and how 
resistance takes shape. In transnational 
flows of information, products and peo-
ple, organisations serve as central nodes, 
often with great potential to influence 
and form these processes. Currently, 
research is carried out on the role of 
think tanks in influencing public opinion 
and political decisions, the shaping of 
standards for fair trade, and the state as 
a market player.

Professor Christina Garsten leads the 
Organisation cluster.

Research clusters

The research carried out within the Department deals in particular with the broader themes of globalisation and transnational 
processes. In a world with a constant flow of information, people and goods across borders there is a need for enhanced know-
ledge about the effects of globalisation. Researchers at the Department focus on cultural diversity, migration, ethnicity, environ-
mental and climate change and the ideas and organisational forms that transcend national boundaries. The regional coverage is 
extensive, and the research is based on a rich and dynamic international, long-standing research tradition.
 The transnational theme is organised into four clusters: Migration, Environment, Media and Organisation. Each cluster organi-
ses joint seminars, publications and research projects. Many researchers contribute to more than one cluster.
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Gladis Aguirre
Between Ecuador and Barcelona: Ad-
justing Family, migration and Care in a 
neoliberal Age

This study deals with topics of female 
migration and family transforma-

tions in the context of the global econ-
omy. Categories of care, emotion and 
flexibility are explained here through 
ethnographic information provided 
by Ecuadorian women in Barcelona 
and their worries for atender or cuidar 
(attend to or care for) their beloved ones 
in their home country, as well as by re-
sponses of migrant women’s relatives in 
Ecuador. Individuals (working as caregiv-
ers) fill the gaps of care in two societies, 
two families – their nuclear and extend-
ed families in Ecuador, and the Spanish 
families who employ them in Barcelona. 
The study focuses on the reciprocal re-
sponsibilities of care that imply to be an 
adult daughter to aged parents or/and 
a mother of small children. In a gener-
al sense, this study places the topic of 
family relationships in the global context 
where flexibility is currently the mode of 
organizing finances and labour markets, 
and consequently, intimate family life.

Ruben Andersson
Border controls in and beyond European 
space

In my postdoctoral research, I have 
sought to highlight transnational as-

pects of border policing in order to grasp 
the emergence of common European 
– and global – models for controlling 
migratory flows. I have approached 
these models through questions such 
as: How have industrial ‘solutions’ to 
the ‘problem’ of migration at Europe’s 
external borders taken shape and been 
shared across and beyond the continent? 
For example, why and how have US and 
Israeli satellite technologies and ‘walling’ 
practices contributed to similar initia-
tives in Europe, and what feedback loops 
have been created in the process across 
a transnational security field? Where is 
such a field constituted – laboratories, 
conferences, security workshops, online 
communities? Addressing these ques-
tions has involved field visits to border 
guard events and installations, ethno-

graphic interviews, and a comparative 
study of US and EU border controls that 
will be published as a chapter in my 
forthcoming book, Illegality, Inc.

Tekalign Ayalew
Tales of African migrants’ Transnational 
journey to Scandinavia: Ethio-Eritrean 
(im) migration to Sweden

The aim of this project is exploring 
Ethiopian and Eritrean labor and 

refugee migrants’ journey and various 
types of entry mechanisms to Sweden 
and emergence of various types of 
migrant networks and its roles in border 
crossings and settlement in the desti-
nations. Existing studies focus on risks 
migrants face during the journey but 
their agencies and strategies used to 
manage their precarious journey is less 
known. Particularly I am interested in 
how and why emigrants manage longest 
and dangerous journey mainly across 
the Sahara desert and Mediterranean 
Sea? Who are actors get involved in this 
transnational migration process? How 
necessary recourses are continuously ac-
cumulated, used and shared by migrants 
in order to cross state borders and settle 
in Scandinavia? Data will be collected in 
Sweden, Ethiopia, Sudan& Italy through 
participant observations and interview 
methods. It will be analyzed qualitatively 
through the lenses of political economy, 
immigrant transnationalism and dias-
poric practices etc. theories.

Alireza Behtoui
Equal work-places in a world of inequal-
ity: A study of the factors that promote 
gender equality and ethnic equality at 
Swedish workplaces (Project funded by 
the Swedish Research Council)

By studying two different Swedish 
workplaces, this project focuses on 

the following research questions: What 
is the association between employees’ 
formal qualifications (education and 
work experiences) and their salary and 
position in their workplaces? Which 
kind of skills or qualities is valued as a 
workplace specific skill and competence? 
What is the impact of the possession 
of social capital for workers’ wage and 

career development? Are there differenc-
es between various groups (women and 
men, natives and foreign-born) regarding 
access to social capital at workplaces? 
This study has a mix method approach 
and employs: the questionnaire survey, 
interviews, participant observation and 
discourse analysis. 

Reducing Early School Leaving in the Eu: 
A Comparative qualitative and quanti-
tative Research (RESL.eu) 

This project aims to provide insights 
into the mechanisms and processes 

influencing a pupil’s decision to leave 
school early; as well as into the decision 
of ESLers to enrol in alternative learning 
arenas unrelated to a regular school. 
Additionally, RESL.eu focuses on the 
vulnerable group of youngsters that 
left education or training early and are 
identified as NEET (Not in Education, Em-
ployment or Training). In order to be able 
to compare the data gathered in seven 
partner countries, RESL.eu will develop 
and refine the theoretical framework on 
ESL. Through a mixed-method design, a 
total of 28140 surveys and 1176 inter-
views/Focus Group Discussions will be 
conducted, generating in-depth data 
while allowing systematic comparisons 
and quantitative generalizations. By 
framing the complex and often subtle 
interplay of factors influencing ESL on 
macro/meso/micro level; and by decon-
structing these configurations of influ-
encing factors in the specific contexts 
where they occur, we expect to uncover 
specific combinations of variables and 
contexts influencing the processes relat-
ed to ESL.

Gunilla Bjerén
Changing Ethiopia: urban livelihood, 
gender, and ethnicity in Shashemene 
after 35 years

The aim of the project is to study the 
social, economic and demographic 

changes of Shashemene between 1973 
and 2008, and the meaning of these 
changes to the inhabitants of the town. 
I want to use data from my migration 
study of 1973 as a base-line for the 
re-study of S., using the fact that the 
original study was made by random 

Ongoing research projects
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survey methods which makes com-
parison possible. Methodologically the 
project will repeat the household survey 
(including migration histories) of 1973, 
complemented by detailed life histories 
of a smaller group of women and men. 
The new project focuses on the changes 
in the urban livelihood structure, from 
1973 to 2008, and how intersecting 
aspects of gender, ethnicity, origin and 
class have contributed to form a new 
livelihood structure during a period 
marked by revolutionary changes in 
Ethiopia.

Lotta Björklund Larsen 
Swedish Tax Dynamics. Values and Prac-
tices at The Swedish Tax Agency and the 
Economization of Society

In the project ’Swedish Tax Dynamics. 
Values and Practices at The Swedish 

Tax Agency and the Economization 
of Society’, Björklund Larsen seeks to 
identify the values that inform the 
Agency’s practices, and thus those of the 
Swedish state, when selecting exchang-
es of services for taxation. Based on 
extensive fieldwork at the Agency, one 
of its risk assessment project is followed 
from its inception, through the research 
phase, over the deliberations on how the 
finished report should be communicated 
to the Swedish public, and ultimately 
during the process of implementing the 
changes in routines that followed from 
the report. The project will provide an 
ethnographic account of the workings of 
a modern Swedish bureaucracy, how a 
(tax collecting) governmental organiza-
tion strives for legitimacy, and its diverse 
knowledge claims aiming to understand 
economic practices in society. The 
project aims to contribute to the debate 
about tax legitimacy and is funded by 
Riksbankens Jubileumsfond, 2011-2014. 

Gudrun Dahl
moral arguments in environmental 
work

Moral claims relate to human con-
cerns or particular environmental 

phenomena. Human-oriented moralities 
reflect how particular human objects 
of care are socially constructed and 
activate notions of agency, intention-
ality, and responsibility. Environmental 
arguments relate to popular or scientific 
conceptions of the environment ś in-
herent, aesthetic or instrumental values 
and to models of interconnectedness, 

imbalance and transformation. 
Moral arguments are emotionally load-
ed. They proscribe or prescribe, praise 
or condemn lines of action. They signal 
what kind of people we want to be seen 
as, whether “we” are self-reflecting 
individuals, NGOs looking for support, 
companies seeking customers and per-
mission to carry out their operations or 
authorities seeking legitimation.
The project looks at environmental 
conflicts, where moral concerns are 
mobilized to gain influence, reflecting 
structures of power and interest. The 
project will in a (methodologically) 
relativist mode identify the tensions of 
environmental work, contributing to an-
thropological theories of moral concern. 

Per Drougge
moveable monasticism. Aspects of 
Buddhist modernism

Recent decades have witnessed a 
booming interest in various forms of 

Buddhist thinking and practice out-
side Asia. Buddhist symbols, ideas and 
concepts have become part of a West-
ern cultural mainstream, often in more 
or less hybridized, eclectic, or syncretic 
forms. At the same time, different forms 
of Buddhism have become established 
as living, religious traditions in the West. 
The dissertation project is an ethno-
graphic study of contemporary Rinzai 
Zen Buddhism as a transnational phe-
nomenon, based on fieldwork among 
practitioners in different settings on 
three continents. I focus on (quasi) mo-
nastic forms of practice, and the study 
can also be seen as a contribution to the 
somewhat neglected field of monastic 
ethnography. As such it is also an exam-
ple of what anthropologists sometimes 
call ‘studying up’ – in this case a group of 
religious virtuosi. I am particularly inter-
ested in emerging forms of monasticism, 
and the breakdown of the traditional 
lay/monk (or /nun) dichotomy, and how 
this relates to the complex phenome-
non variously referred to as “Buddhist 
modernism”, “Modernist Buddhism”, and 
“Protestant Buddhism”.

Daniel Escobar López
Gender and tourism in an Andean com-
munity (working title)

The research project on women 
mobilization and politics, explores 

how economic change and tourism in 
a rural Peruvian Andean village affect 

power hierarchies, social positions and 
gender relations. Over the past months 
this area has attracted media attention 
and public debate, due to the eventful 
negotiations between governmental au-
thorities and the villagers concerning the 
acquisitions of their land plots in order 
to construct an international airport on 
their terrains. The project aims to raise 
questions such as how the economic ac-
tivity of selling handicrafts has impacted 
upon the gender distribution of power in 
the whole village? It explores as well how 
these women deal with the pressures 
from the tourism sector to be “authenti-
cally indigenous” and the impact of the 
construction of the international airport 
in this region. More generally the project 
situates gender relations within current 
discourses surrounding modernity, de-
velopment, and citizenship in Peru.

mia Forrest
Obesity Expertise: altering the Body in 
the Age of Lifestyle Disease

In this project clinical obesity is present-
ed as an example of a form of ill health 

falling under a new category of medical 
intervention—lifestyle disease. Based 
on material collected during fieldwork 
amongst the obesity expert community 
in Sweden, the thesis examines the shift-
ing paradigm of health care after the 
emergence of lifestyle diseases, in which 
previous conceptions of care and treat-
ment are altered, as are the expectations 
on what it means to be a good patient 
or caregiver. Obesity, I argue, offers an 
example of how normal bodily functions 
become sites of medical intervention 
and areas of care. The ethnography 
presented deals with medically managed 
weight loss and the struggles that grow 
from the attempts to make sense of and 
control vital bodily functions in a time 
when these functions are understood 
to be at odds with our way of life. It asks 
what happens when medicine shifts its 
focus from the abnormal or pathological 
to the normal and vital. 

Raoul Galli
The advertising profession: identity, 
titles, careers and conflicts in Sweden 
1960-2010

The main task of this project is to 
explore individuals and archives to 

answer the following question: What 
personal perceptions have Swedish 
advertising producers had of their pro-
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fession and professional identity over 
the last five decades, and how can our 
knowledge of these subjectivities con-
tribute to the objective understanding 
of the historical and structural changes 
of the advertising industry? The purpose 
is to document women’s and men’s 
individual experiences and memories of 
working in the Swedish advertising in-
dustry in different historical periods and 
political climates. The expected outcome 
is a deeper understanding of the char-
acteristics of the advertising profession 
and a more grounded view of the his-
torical development of this “cultural and 
creative industry”. The exploration will 
primarily consist of deep interviews and 
photo elicitations with individuals who 
were active within the Swedish adver-
tising industry at different times during 
the years between 1960 and 2010, and 
secondly, of archival studies. The project 
runs from 2013-2016 and is funded by 
Ridderstads stiftelse för historisk grafisk 
forskning.

Christina Garsten 
Think tanks and the organizing of glob-
al markets: knowledge, ideas, and new 
forms of governance 

The globalization of markets and 
corporate activities opens up new 

possibilities and new risks for citizens 
as well as for states. Nation-states 
and multilateral organizations face 
significant challenges pertaining to 
the organization and governance of 
markets, not least with respect to the 
social effects of the globalized economy. 
In this process, think tanks, or policy 
institutes, have assumed a greater role 
as central arenas for the production of 
policy-relevant knowledge and analysis 
and as central nodes in the diffusion of 
ideas and knowledge that may feed into 
political agendas and policy-making. The 
project focuses on the role of American 
and Swedish think tanks in producing 
knowledge about, and representations 
of, future markets, and how they should 
be organized. In broader perspective, the 
project engages with questions regard-
ing the role of think tanks in the shaping 
of political agendas and in interlinking 
the corporate sphere of activity with the 
public sphere. 
The project, which is led by Christina 
Garsten, is part of the research pro-
gramme Organizing to create and shape 
markets, coordinated by Nils Brunsson 
(Stockholm School of Economics/Uppsa-
la University). Christina Garsten, Göran 

Sundström and Nils Brunsson constitute 
the management team for this research 
programme. The research programme is 
financed by the Bank of Sweden Tercen-
tenary Foundation (Riksbankens Jubile-
umsfond), and is located at Score.  
  
improving the state of the world? world 
Economic Forum as a global actor be-
tween market and politics 
 

In a globalized economy states as well 
as multilateral organizations face 

tremendous challenges in governing and 
shaping the market in the desired direc-
tion. Other actors than states have come 
to assume crucial roles in the regulation 
of markets and new ‘soft’ forms of gov-
ernance are being tried out to motivate 
corporations to regulate themselves. The 
World Economic Forum is an important 
organization for these ‘soft’ forms of 
governance. The project studies the 
WEF as an actor aiming to influence the 
shaping of global markets. The aim of 
the project is to increase understanding 
of the type of activities that the WEF are 
engaged in. The project aims to con-
tribute to knowledge about the kinds 
of influence that these types of organi-
zations may have on global politics and 
policy-making at large. Christina Garsten 
leads the project in collaboration with 
Adrienne Sörbom (Score). The project is 
financed by the Swedish Research Coun-
cil and located at Score.

Policy intellectuals in the welfare state

One of the most important changes 
in Swedish democracy over the last 

decades is the weakening of the political 
parties, by way of the decreasing num-
ber of unpaid politicians and shrinking 
membership numbers. The profession-
alization of politics has meant that new 
forms on influencing politics have gained 
increasing importance. In this multidis-
ciplinary project we investigate a partly 
new and increasingly central group in 
this respect, which we call the ‘policy 
intellectuals’. These are persons that are 
employed in various forms and have as 
their occupation to do politics. 
In this project, we aim to investigate the 
implications of the fact that an increas-
ing number of people, appearing to have 
a decisive impact on the political agenda 
in Sweden, are people who, instead of 
being elected, are now employed to 
engage in different forms of politics.
The project is run jointly by Stefan 
Svallfors (Umeå University) Bo Rothstein 
(University of Gothenburg) and Christina 

Garsten. The project is financed by Mar-
ianne and Marcus Wallenberg Founda-
tion and located at Score (project leader 
Christina Garsten), and by the Swedish 
Research Council, located at the Institute 
for Future Studies (project leader Stefan 
Svallfors). 

Govemark – the governance of markets

In the social sciences, politics and 
markets are usually studied as separate 

systems. In recent decades, however, 
market actors are entering into partner-
ships with state actors to regulate areas 
previously considered as pertaining to 
the state, and to politics. These changes 
can in general terms be described as a 
move towards governance, and more 
specifically as the development of a new 
public domain in which the boundaries 
between the two systems are not as 
clear. Govemark is a network project 
with the purpose of stimulating research 
on market-based actors (such as transna-
tional corporations and their research in-
stitutes and think tanks). The network is 
led by Christina Garsten in collaboration 
with Adrienne Sörbom (Score). Partners 
are Bo Rothstein (University of Gothen-
burg), Peter Miller (CARR, London School 
of Economics), Hervé Dumez (Centre 
de Recherche en Gestion, CNRS), and 
Melissa Fisher (Georgetown University). 
The network is financed by the Bank of 
Sweden Tercentenary Foundation (Riks-
bankens Jubileumsfond).

Processes of organizing: the shaping 
and reshaping of control, knowledge 
and agency

The aim of this program is to gain an 
improved understanding of current 

transformations in society by a refined 
analysis of processes of organizing in 
a number of empirical fields that are 
subject to political and economic trans-
formations. The programme focuses 
on three themes: The control state; The 
organization of knowledge; and The pol-
itics of markets. The program is funded 
by STINT (The Swedish Foundation for 
International Cooperation in Research 
and Higher Education). The directors 
of the program are Christina Garsten 
(Score), Olivier Borraz (CSO) and Peter 
Miller (CARR, LSE).

LOCALiSE – Local worlds of social cohe-
sion

The activation of long-term unem-
ployed and otherwise disadvantaged 
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groups is one of the most important 
challenges for social cohesion in Eu-
rope. These groups are confronted with 
complex problems (e.g. low income, low 
qualifications, health problems etc.), 
which require multiple employment 
and social services tailored to individual 
needs, particularly at the local level. The 
focus of LOCALISE is to analyse in detail 
the organisational integration of social 
and employment policies at the local 
level and its regional, national and Euro-
pean context as well as its impact on the 
beneficiaries.  LOCALISE brings together 
researchers and stakeholders from six 
European countries and has a compara-
tive dimension. The project in financed 
by the 7th EU Framework Programme 
and is coordinated by Martin Heiden-
reich (CETRO, Universität Oldenburg). 
Other partners are Score (Stockholm Uni-
versity), ENU (Edinburgh), PAM (Milan), 
and CEO (Bordeaux). The Swedish project 
is led by Christina Garsten in collabora-
tion with Kerstin Jacobsson (University 
of Gothenburg) and is placed at Score.

Forms of sociality in organizations: 
boredom and associated emotions 
among managers

In the last decades, a significant body 
of literature has emerged to direct 

attention to the emotional aspects of 
organizing. Organizations have been 
investigated as sites for the enactment 
of humour, fun, eroticism, irony, and cyn-
icism. In this nexus, boredom, as a sense 
of emptiness and lack of meaning and 
direction, also has its place. Boredom, as 
ennui, has been described as one of the 
central features of modernity. It is in-
trinsically linked to routines, institutions, 
and repetition – aspects that are central 
in the constitution of organizations. 
This is an area of strategic concern for 
scholars in social anthropology and 
organization theory, since it concerns 
directly the social contract between 
individual and organization. The project 
involves interviews with managers in 
corporations in both Sweden and France. 
We also rely on media studies, such as 
documentaries and fictions relevant 
for the research purpose. The project is 
run in collaboration with Hervé Laroche 
(ESCP, Paris) and has received funding by 
ECSP, Paris.

Global policy brokers: the role of trans-
national think tanks in shaping political 
agendas

The aim of this project is to investi-
gate the role of transnational think 

tanks in the shaping of political agendas, 
the influence they exert over decisions 
outside their own organization and 
the potential implications for society 
at large. We conceive of them as global 
policy brokers, mediating and translating 
ideas among various actors in the global 
political landscape. More specifically, 
the purpose of the project is to examine 
the workings of two transnational think 
tanks – RAND Corporation and Carne-
gie Endowment for International Peace 
(CEIP) – and their attempts to exert 
influence on two specific policy issues: 
trade policy and climate change. We 
pose three research questions: 
1. How do transnational think-tank 

experts and their organizations 
operate to gain legitimacy as policy 
actors?

2. How do transnational think tanks 
construct and organize their man-
date in a developing global political 
landscape? 

3. How can authority on behalf of a 
transnational think tanks vis-à-vis 
other policy organizations be ex-
plained theoretically? 

Project leader: Christina Garsten. Project 
partner: Adrienne Sörbom. The project 
is located at Score, Stockholm Univer-
sity and is funded by Vetenskapsrådet 
(Swedish Research Council).

Tania González
Re-Doing Family across Borders: 
Gender, Age and Care Practices among 
Transnational Bolivian Families in Spain 
(working title) 

The PhD project deals with the 
tensions and ruptures/continuities 

in gender and generational relations 
produced in a diasporic context among 
Bolivian families which have, at least, 
one of its members settled in Spain. In 
spite of the feminization of the Latin 
American migration flow to Spain and 
its implications for family life and care 
arrangements, there is still a lack of 
studies focused on family migration 
processes and on the family members 
who are left behind. The high increase 
and diversity of migrants and their 
impact on their homeland have made 
Bolivia a relevant case for the study of 
transnational families. Hence, the study 

seeks to focus on subjectivity, emotions 
and micro-processes such as migration 
trajectories of Bolivian families, changes 
in family structures, and transnational 
caring practices. The study is based on 
multi-site ethnographic fieldwork (Spain 
and Bolivia) and draws particularly on 
in-depth interviews with different mem-
bers of the same family and, to a lesser 
degree, participant observation.

mark Graham
queer Consumption, material culture 
sexuality and gender in Sydney

This project is based on fieldwork in 
Sydney in 2001, 2004 and 2006, and 

2009. It contributes to broadening the 
focus of material culture studies through 
detailed ethnographic attention to the 
sexual dimensions of things and advanc-
es our understanding of how goods, 
services and consumption practices 
are assigned sexuality. The theoretical 
framework draws on commodity chain 
analysis, actor network theory, and the 
new ontology in anthropological and 
feminist materialism. The study is one of 
very few that is based on ethnograph-
ic approach to consumption in which 
sexuality, rather than gender, is a prime 
focus. The book also explores rep-
resentational strategies in writing about 
materiality, including how to write from 
the ‘perspective’ of objects. The title of 
the book manuscript is If Things Could 
Talk: Sexuality and Material Culture in 
Sydney.

Diversity and Anti-discrimination 
Policies: A comparative research project 
on diversity and, anti-discrimination 
policies in working life

It compares the way EU policy direc-
tives are incorporated into the domes-

tic legislation of Sweden, the UK, and the 
Netherlands from anthropological and 
political science perspectives. It exam-
ines the differences in national under-
standings of such key terms as diversity, 
empowerment, discrimination and civil 
society and the ways in which the dif-
ferent equality strands are understood, 
either separately or in combination. In 
short, it examines how diversity main-
streaming is gradually being made part 
of the work of public sector authorities 
in Sweden and the UK, and how best 
this ought to be theorised. The project 
contributes to the anthropology of the 
European Union, and is also of interest 
for policy makers.
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State Authorities: integrating integra-
tion (2007-)

It examines the implementation of In-
tegration Policy by state authorities in 

Sweden. The conditions for the success-
ful mainstreaming of the policy, and di-
versity policies are investigated through 
separate studies: qualitative in-depth 
case studies, the discursive environment 
in authorities, and the policy context 
of efficiency and cost-effectiveness. 
The project contextualises the diversity 
policies of state authorities within wider 
discourses surrounding diversity man-
agement in Sweden, the UK and USA.

model City: community and sustainabil-
ity in Hammarby Sjöstad (2007-)

It explores through detailed ethnog-
raphy how definitions of community 

assumed and prescribed in discours-
es and policies for sustainable cities 
adequately describe and are compatible 
with the forms of community that are 
actually present and developing in major 
sustainable urban developments. It ex-
amines the social and cultural diversity 
present in Hammarby Sjöstad, citizen 
participation, and the receptiveness of 
local people to the kind of environmental 
pedagogy employed there. The project 
contributions include highlighting the 
relationship between community forms 
and the impact of discourses of sus-
tainability, providing a detailed account 
of local understandings of sustainable 
development and its different dimen-
sions and how official discourses and 
information are received interpreted or 
rejected. Other contributions include 
attention to environmental virtues and 
affect, the creation of environmental 
citizens, national self-image and environ-
mental awareness, and the development 
of anthropological approaches to urban 
planning.

johanna Gullberg
Feminist and Antiracist Tensions Over 
the Parisian Banlieue - An Ethnography 
of Resistance
 

My study is an ethnographic com-
parative study of three political 

groups working in relation or in the Paris-
ian poorer suburbs, les banlieues – Ni 
putes ni soumises, AFRICA and Mouve-
ment des indigènes de la République. 
The first two groups explicitly state 
themselves as both feminist and antira-
cist. The last group is antiracist but did 

for a while contain a feminist collective. 
All groups thus explicitly defend both a 
feminist and a antiracist ideology, yet in 
their political practice they tend to end 
up in either a feminist or a antiracist 
field. I focus on why the three groups 
cannot simultaneously act as feminists 
and antiracists. This has brought me into 
other social fields of tension, such as the 
meaning of the French colonial heritage 
in national politics, French secularism’s 
(laïcité) radical distinction between 
politics and religion, the formation of 
a polarized “us-and-them” dichotomy 
between “the French” and “the immi-
grants” and finally the evolvement of 
different moral worlds in political life.

ulf Hannerz
Global scenarios

The central focus of the study is on 
those global future scenarios which 

have appeared in several waves since the 
end of the Cold War, with such authors 
(academics or journalists) as Francis 
Fukuyama, Samuel Huntington, Joseph 
Nye, Benjamin Barber, Robert Kaplan och 
Thomas Friedman. The scenarios – “the 
end of history”, “the clash of civiliza-
tions”, “the world is flat” and others 
- often include a cultural dimension, to 
which special attention is devoted in 
the project. The scenarios are scruti-
nized here not only as texts, but also as 
a source of collective understandings 
which are reaching an increasingly global 
distribution. The transnational social 
organization of this cultural complex 
is thus also analysed. While it is clear 
that the scenarios have in large part had 
Euro-American origins, a later wave of 
them, by authors with stronger links 
elsewhere in the world (particularly Asia), 
has also become more noticeable. 

Small countries: comparative perspec-
tives

This collaborative activity, with 
Ulf Hannerz and professor Andre 

Gingrich, Vienna, as main partners, has 
included a workshop in Vienna in May, 
2010, and a conference in Landskrona 
in June, 2012. An edited volume is being 
prepared for publication. The notion of 
“small countries” can be understood in 
both absolute and relative terms: it can 
refer to countries with small populations 
and/or limited territories, and it can refer 
to countries which perceive themselves, 
or are perceived, as small in relation to 
other, larger countries – often specif-

ic other countries such as dominant 
neighbors. Frequently countries are small 
in both senses. While small scale must 
always be seen in relation to other social 
and cultural characteristics, it can influ-
ence phenomena such as network form, 
trust, accessibility and national self-im-
ages. While anthropology has seldom 
focused on countries as units of study, 
there is a potential here for the compar-
ative use of anthropological ideas.

Eva-maria Hardtmann
Transnational networks in the Global 
justice movement: Focus South Asia

The project focuses on the daily work 
and everyday practices to create and 

uphold transnational networks within 
the Global Justice Movement. The World 
Social Forum, became known as an alter-
native to the World Economic Forum in 
Davos in Switzerland, and has since the 
start in 2001 drawn activists, intellec-
tuals, musicians and others under the 
slogan ‘Another World is Possible’. The 
activists in the Global Justice Movement 
today create networks on a more regular 
basis, not least with the help of social 
media. The project studies activists in 
four different transnational movements 
(all part of the Global Justice Movement). 
The aim is to contribute to a better 
understanding of processes, when ac-
tivists in movements, involving different 
categories of people with varied focuses 
and with origin in different parts of the 
world, create networks between their 
respective movements. By documenting 
their daily work, this study will contrib-
ute with an ethnographical example of 
what is commonly known as alternative 
globalization. The project ran between 
2009 and 2013 and was financed by 
Riksbankens Jubileumsfond.

Sadia Hassanen
Onward migration of African migrants 
in Sweden: The Role of the migration 
History and Experiences in the Host 
Country

Studies on the mobility patterns of 
African refugees who fled to Europe 

have shown that especially Somalis 
tend to move onward from continental 
Europe to the UK. African migrants in 
Sweden are among the least integrated 
in Sweden, both socially and econom-
ically. This project aims to increase our 
knowledge on onward migration, by 
comparing the attitudes towards pos-
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sible onward migration among African 
Swedes in Sweden with reported mi-
gration motives of those who migrated 
onward to Australia. In addition, we use 
quantitative data to support our under-
standing of this highly contemporary 
phenomenon. The project conducted by 
Sadia Hassanen (Department of Social 
Anthropology and Multicultural Centre) 
and Karen Haandrikman (Department of 
Human Geography, Stockholm Univer-
sity).

jannete Hentati
The messenger: Teachers’ translation of 
nation state norms in every day prac-
tice. A comparative study of national 
education policy and practice in malmö 
and marseille (working title)

The dissertation project of Jannete 
Hentati brings to light the normative 

making of societal comprehension and 
national representation within com-
pulsory school education. By exploring 
the ways in which secondary school 
teachers are dealing with current social 
and political issues within civic educa-
tion, this project aims at discussing and 
problematizing national curriculum and 
subject didactics as formative arenas 
of norm building within a nation-state 
framework. Fieldwork has been conduct-
ed by a combination of policy studies 
and ethnographic research at secondary 
schools in Malmö, Sweden and Marseille, 
France from January through Decem-
ber 2012. The comparative approach 
enhances a dynamic perspective on how 
educational policy and practice depends 
on and interacts with its social and polit-
ical context, and might thus offer a more 
complex and multifaceted understand-
ing of the conditions, challenges and 
possibilities that, in the era of globali-
zation, confronts national education all 
over Europe.

Hasse Huss
Rhythm Business – reggae som ett 
translokalt fält (PhD project)

As the globalisation of media and 
popular culture steadily increases, it 

has become harder to tie cultural forms 
of expression to localities; even the 
local is, to an extent, “translocal”. Many 
dynamic music scenes exist outside of 
the main thoroughfares. This study looks 
at the popular music of Jamaica and the 
transnational reggae industry at the 
turn of the Millennium, a transnational 

community characterised by informal 
contact across many borders. Fieldwork 
has taken place in Kingston, Tokyo, Osa-
ka and London.

A Radio Station, a Record Label, and a 
Beach

A historical study of how radio station 
WANN (Annapolis), record label Ru-

Jac (Baltimore) and Carr’s Beach (Arun-
del County, MD), one of America’s last 
racially segregated beaches, were closely 
entangled in the 1950s and 1960s. Mor-
ris Blum, owner of WANN, switched to 
an R&B format in the late 1950s, partly 
with the intention of giving the African 
American community a voice. In the 
wake of Martin Luther King’s assassi-
nation, Blum offered airtime to many 
black activists, thus helping to avoid the 
riots that plagued other cities in the US. 
On weekends, WANN would broadcast 
live from Carr’s Beach, the manager of 
which, Rufus Mitchell, also owned Ru-Jac 
Records, where many local artists were 
given their first chance to record. Inter-
views with, among others, civil rights ac-
tivist Carl Snowden, the sons of WANN’s 
owner Morris Blum, as well as with Ru-
Jac recording artist Winfield Parker, have 
been carried out in Baltimore, Annapolis, 
and Sykesville, MD. Archival work has 
taken place at the Smithsonian Archives 
Center in Washington, DC.

ulrik jennische
Small-Scale Traders in a Large-Scale 
Development

Ghana has during the last decades 
undergone processes of democ-

ratization and market liberalization. 
The progress has given Ghana a special 
seat in the development discourse; as 
a politically stable democratic example 
with high levels of economic growth. 
This study takes a different perspective 
on this development, and aims at un-
derstanding the dynamics of small-scale 
trade in a political and economic envi-
ronment that is continuously changing. 
The study is based on a fieldwork in and 
around the central marketplace of Tama-
le in northern Ghana. Tamale is changing 
rapidly, due to larger infrastructural 
development projects and intense 
urbanization. The majority of the people 
moving into the city are looking for busi-
ness opportunities of various sorts and 
scales. However, Ghanaian marketplac-
es are also information hubs in which 
news, rumours and ideas are exchanged. 

As such they constitute important sites 
for studying political mobilization and 
mediation.

Simon johansson
Farmers of the post-apocalypse

My research project aims to explore 
urban farming and urban farmers 

in Detroit, USA. The city has undergone 
a series of economic and demographic 
changes that subsequently has led to its 
bankruptcy. When half of the street-
lights has gone out and up to 50 000 
stray dogs roam abandoned neighbour-
hoods, Motor Town is far from its glory 
days. In the wake of these changes, 
urban farming and the establishment 
of new infrastructures for food pro-
duction and distribution has become 
both a necessity for survival and way of 
reimagining the city. Simultaneously, the 
issue remains controversial, since many 
projects have sprung up on temporary 
or non-existent tenures. Through an 
ethnographic study, the project aims to 
illuminate urban farming and its infra-
structures. By doing so, the project seeks 
to contribute with an understanding of 
what happens in a city that has col-
lapsed due to an erosion of its economic 
and industrial base. 

Bengt G. Karlsson
Development Expatriates: international 
Community at work in Postsocialist 
Georgia

This project deals with mobile inter-
national development professionals, 

“development expatriates”. Who are 
these (in anthropology so commonly 
criticized) people, what is their back-
ground, professional biographies and 
aspirations? Karlsson looks at these 
issues in the context of international 
aid to sup- port development in post-
socialist Georgia. He has concluded a 
longer fieldwork and is now working on 
a monograph.

The indian underbelly: marginalisation, 
migration and State intervention in the 
Periphery

This project focuses on emerging 
forms of poverty and related pro-

cesses of marginalization and migra-
tion in India. In particular, it wishes to 
understand the problems and prospects 
associated with the expansion of devel-
opmental activities by the state in areas 
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Street art in Valparaíso, Chile. Photo: 
Siri Schwabe 
(Find out more about Siri Schwabe’s 
research about ‘Everyday resistance and 
the making of a Palestinian diasporic 
community in Santiago de Chile’ on 
page 25.)
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that were traditionally associated with 
economic backwardness, social ferment 
and protracted political conflict. Since 
the past two decades, India’s economic 
growth has overshadowed the discord-
ant realities of armed conflicts, be they 
against Maoists in central and eastern 
India, or ethnic separatists in Kashmir 
and the Northeast. By selecting two 
different clusters of villages in Assam 
and Manipur in Northeast India, our 
study will map changes in livelihoods, 
migration patterns and social organisa-
tion. Within the villages, we will trace 
movements from agriculture-based 
livelihoods to off farm activities, from 
rural to urban and further migration 
routes outside the region. (Riksbankens 
Jubileumsfond 2013-2015).

Dolly Kikon
Documenting Sexual Violence and im-
punity in South Asia

A study conducted by Zubaan (India) 
and International Development 

Research Centre (IDRC), Canada. The 
research project is located in New 
Delhi, India. The overall objective of this 
project is to bring together the collective 
knowledge of South Asian academics, 
researchers and activists on the difficult 
subject of sexual violence and impu-
nity and to create a body of solid and 
multi-faceted knowledge about this 
important subject in order to show the 
way towards beginning a meaningful, 
nuanced and practical dialogue on peace 
and justice. There are many dimen-
sions of sexual violence that remain 
unexplored and unexplained. Some of 
the questions that this project aims to 
engage with are: How does one define 
sexual violence? What is the nature of 
impunity and how it functions on the 
ground? What is the impact of such 
violence on society: its economic and 
social costs? 

The indian underbelly: marginalisation, 
migration and State intervention in the 
Periphery

This project focuses on emerging 
forms of poverty and related pro-

cesses of marginalization and migra-
tion in India. In particular, it wishes to 
understand the problems and prospects 
associated with the expansion of devel-
opmental activities by the state in areas 
that were traditionally associated with 
economic backwardness, social ferment 
and protracted political conflict. Since 

the past two decades, India’s economic 
growth has overshadowed the discord-
ant realities of armed conflicts, be they 
against Maoists in central and eastern 
India, or ethnic separatists in Kashmir 
and the Northeast. By selecting two 
different clusters of villages in Assam 
and Manipur in Northeast India, our 
study will map changes in livelihoods, 
migration patterns and social organisa-
tion. Within the villages, we will trace 
movements from agriculture-based 
livelihoods to off farm activities, from 
rural to urban and further migration 
routes outside the region. (Riksbankens 
Jubileumsfond 2013-2015).

Anna Laine
Locating Art Practice in the Tamil Dias-
pora

Laine’s current research is focussed 
on how art practice is used among 

British Tamils with a Sri Lankan back-
ground to explore multiple belongings 
and notions of home, as well as how the 
artists are positioned in their socio-po-
litical context. The research is based on 
fieldwork in London, Belfast and Jaffna.

marie Larsson
The invisible labourers! Transnational 
and local activism among home-based 
women workers in manila and Ah-
medabad

This project deals with transnational 
mobilization among home-based 

workers. This workforce, mostly women, 
carries out low-paid remunerative work 
at (or near) their homes as industrial 
homeworkers or as self-employed. Their 
tasks have often not been considered as 
labour, which have contributed to their 
low salaries and uncertain employment 
conditions. The aim of this study is to 
explore the connection between trans-
national and localized activism from the 
perspective of two groups: PATAMABA 
in Manila, the Philippines and SEWA 
(Self-Employed Women’s Association) in 
Ahmedabad, India. Which networking 
practices have taken place? What is the 
role of the three organizations in the 
translation of ideas on women’s labour 
rights from one locality to another?
The project points to the intercon-
nection between the global division 
of labour and how women’s work is 
valued locally. On the other hand, the 
study discusses emergent forms of 
global activism through transnational 

advocacy networks, social movements 
and Non-Governmental organizations 
(NGOs).

Hege Høyer Leivestad
Caravan Consumption - materialities 
and mobilities of motorized Camping in 
Europe

The project seeks to explore the 
interrelations between mobility, 

consumption and material culture and 
how these are expressed in practices of 
camping and caravanning. It focuses on 
caravanners’ experiences of camping-life 
and how these are further related to 
some of the institutions, organizations 
and market actors that structure and 
condition European camping and leisure. 
How are ideas and ideals of mobility (re)
produced among caravanners and in the 
marketing of camping as a leisure form? 
In what ways are camping and caravan-
ning linked to aspects of tourism, class 
and family-life? How are material objects 
used in the creation of a camping home 
and in what ways can these consump-
tion practices be linked to forms of 
temporary and permanent migration? 
The study is based on fieldwork among 
long-term caravanners and motor 
homers on the Spanish Costa Blanca, 
camping tourists and seasonal campers 
in Sweden, as well as trips to trade fairs, 
meetings and rallies in different Europe-
an countries.

monica Lindh de montoya 
Finance and farmers: Evaluating the role 
of rural cooperative banks in regional 
development and poverty reduction

Despite the spread of microfinance, 
access to credit is still limited in 

many rural communities. Most microfi-
nance tend to focus on more populated 
urban areas and on clients involved in 
trade, finding lending in rural areas both 
more risky and costly. One alternative for 
rural communities are cooperative banks 
founded and funded, run and adminis-
trated by the communities themselves. 
Such banks may be challenged by issues 
of supervision and regulation, continuity, 
and liquidity management. This project 
will focus on community banks in two 
different countries. A group of coopera-
tive banks established with the last 12 
years in rural Venezuela will be explored, 
assessing their role in the reduction of 
poverty, organizing the community and 
their likely sustainability. In Bosnia, the 
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development of two organizations that 
use a ‘village banking’ model will be 
studied. Methods used in the study will 
be community surveys, participant ob-
servation, and interviews of cooperative 
staff and clients. The goal of the study, 
which is funded by Sarec, is to collect 
detailed data on the impact of coopera-
tive banking on communities’ economic 
welfare and power structures.

Rebuilding House and Home: Economic 
resources and family strategies during 
post-war reconstruction in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

This project focuses on post-war re-
construction in Bosnia and Herzego-

vina (BiH). The series of wars marking the 
disintegration of Yugoslavia reached BiH 
in 1992, resulting in 250,000 of the pre-
war population of 4.4 million killed or 
missing, over a million refugees, and half 
of the nation’s homes severely damaged 
or destroyed as well as nearly all the 
productive infrastructure. I will examine 
the social and economic strategies that 
people used after the war as they rebuilt 
their homes or relocated, and on the 
various resources they used in order to 
accomplish reconstruction, focusing on 
four elements of reconstruction: eco-
nomic resources, social and ethnic con-
siderations in reconstruction, legal and 
policy issues, and the cultural meanings 
of place and home. Data will be collected 
through participant observation, 200 
open-ended, in-depth interviews, and fo-
cus groups in two research sites encom-
passing four communities. The results 
of the research will be valuable because 
throughout the world, conflicts destroy 
homes and create refugees, most of 
who reconstruct and rebuild their lives 
primarily through their own efforts.

johan Lindquist
Brokers of Globalization: Labour Re-
cruitment and Transnational migration 
from indonesia

Johan Lindquist’s ongoing research 
focuses on the brokerage systems 

that are shaping contemporary transna-
tional migrant mobility from Indonesia 
to countries across Asia and the Middle 
East. At the centre of this transforma-
tion are a growing number of private 
recruitment agencies that become 
brokers between state authorities, em-
ployers abroad, and potential migrants 
in villages across Indonesia. This shifts 
focus away from a primary concern with 

migrant experience towards the industry 
and infrastructure that channels migrant 
mobility. More generally, the empirical 
concern with migrant brokers offers a 
strategic methodological starting point 
for grasping how regulated systems 
of transnational circular migration are 
developing in Asia and the Middle East 
in the context of changing forms of 
globalization. The project is funded by 
Vetenskapsrådet, the Swedish Research 
Council.

Arvid Lundberg
Education and political culture in Am-
man

This study focuses on political edu-
cation at high schools in Amman. 

It is based on participant observation 
and interviews with principals, teachers 
and students at two public and one 
private school, as well as interviews 
with officials from the Ministry of Ed-
ucation. In his majesty’s official vision, 
Jordan should become a constitutional 
democracy as soon as politically active 
citizens and stable political parties 
are in place. Democratic education is 
viewed as a central part in this process 
and Lundberg’s study investigates its 
implementation through an analysis 
of the way that the official democratic 
discourse is taught. The main focus is 
on ”democratic practices” regarding 
relations of authority between students 
and teachers, culture of school admin-
istration, and student councils and 
elections. The study also treats the claim 
of the international private high schools 
that they work to make their students 
”open-minded citizens”, whose meaning 
is clarified through its concrete effects 
on school education and administration, 
especially regarding theology, historiog-
raphy, and the interpretation of ”critical 
thinking”.

Staffan Löfving
urban commons and enclosures

The project explores the role of 
architecture in dominant discourses 

and conventional policies and practices 
of urban planning and design. It pays 
particular attention to the corporate ap-
propriation of the urban commons and 
to the contestation of commercial space 
by insurgent collective action. 

Time and visual anthropology

The “imperfect shot” (Time and visual 
anthropology) project deals with 

visual technologies of memory and the 
capacity of the photograph to authen-
ticate or falsify past experiences. Both 
projects connect to his long term inter-
est in the theorization of displacement 
and emplacement. His work looks criti-
cally at the epistemological and bureau-
cratized boundaries between labour mi-
gration and politically motivated forced 
mobility. Colombia and Guatemala have 
been the countries of his ethnographic 
work in this area. His new projects are 
developed in the two European contexts 
of Bosnia and Sweden. 

Andrew mitchell
Becoming-wolf

As the debate that surrounds the 
hunting of wolves in Sweden be-

comes increasingly polemic, questions 
of how such perceptions are engendered 
and maintained come to the fore. Hence, 
this project shall consider how the incor-
poration of ‘scientific’, ’environmental’ 
and ’ecological’ discourses are utilised in 
order to legitimise actions and percep-
tions amongst both conservationists and 
hunters. The project shall also consider 
how dogs have come to play a crucial 
role in the wolf hunting controversy, and 
is one reason why peoples’ response to 
the presence of wolves is both ‘heated’ 
and ‘emotional’. With such thoughts in 
mind, what is a wolf (and in particular 
what is the ‘Swedish wolf’), where do 
the boundaries between wolves and 
dogs lie, and how are they constructed 
and maintained? What does domesti-
cation mean in practice with regard to 
dog-wolf, as well as human-dog and 
human-wolf interactions? Andrew shall 
conduct multi-sited fieldwork among 
farmers, hunters, and conservationists, 
as well as by analysing perceptions of 
nature/culture within Swedish mytholo-
gy, history and literary traditions.

Karin norman
Political changes as everyday experi-
ence in Kosovo

The project is a study of mainly Alba-
nian family relations in Kosovo and 

how different family members interpret 
and cope with the political situation that 
has evolved in the years after the war 
with Serbia in 1999. The study concen-

23

http://www.socant.su.se/english/research/our-researchers/johan-lindquist
http://www.socant.su.se/english/research/our-researchers/arvid-lundberg
http://www.socant.su.se/english/research/our-researchers/staffan-l%C3%B6fving
http://www.socant.su.se/english/research/our-researchers/andrew-mitchell
http://www.socant.su.se/english/research/our-researchers/karin-norman


trates on two central arenas, family 
and school. For Albanians, belonging to 
a family, being identified as part of a 
family is a prerequisite for being a social 
person. Education is seen as a prime 
asset to get ahead in the world and earn 
money, and the post-war schooling in 
Albanian, previously quite controversial, 
is in practice a continuation, but from a 
different vantage point, of ethnic segre-
gation and political tension in relation to 
especially the Serb minority in Kosovo. 
Kosovo’s history, memories of the war, 
relations between minority groups and 
the ruling Albanians, as shifts in religious 
belonging, are more or less politicized 
themes that contribute in forming 
everyday life in families and among 
kin, as in educational institutions. The 
study focuses ethnographically on the 
social interaction in families and a few 
schools in a few different communities 
in Kosovo.     

Place, house and kinship in a transna-
tional perspective

This study takes as its point of depar-
ture a few Kosovo Albanian families 

that came to Sweden seeking asylum 
from the repression and subsequent war 
in former Yugoslavia during the 1990s. 
The study has developed into a longitu-
dinal study directed towards the trans-
national links to Kosovo some family 
members are involved in. The issues con-
cern how meanings and practices of kin 
and family shift in relation to the social 
organisation of  the local and translocal 
relationships in Sweden and Kosovo. 
An important aspect is the significance 
given to place, house, property/owner-
ship in this context and the political and 
cultural manifestations of belonging and 
conflict both within the local and the 
transnational kinship relations. Place and 
house are also central in relation to the 
contradictions involved in delimiting the 
boundaries of Kosovo itself as a national 
‘entity’.
 
Experience or symptom: the social and 
political implications of diagnostics

During the spring of 1999, Serbian 
forces displaced thousands of 

Kosovo Albanians from Kosovo. These 
refugees ended up in camps in Mace-
donia and Albania. From there, many 
were evacuated to different countries 
mainly in Europe, among them Sweden. 
A Swedish municipality organized a 
psychiatric project to map out the psy-
cho social health status of the refugees 

being catered to in this municipality. 
This led to a comprehensive documen-
tation of almost four hundred refugees. 
Through this documentation, a number 
of women and children were offered 
traumafocused group therapy. The study 
is an anthropological analysis of the con-
ceptualizations that staff members en-
compassed and those formed and were 
formed by the special social interactions 
between staff and refugees. The con-
ceptualizations concerned ideas about 
talking and telling, listening, witnessing, 
remembering, and about diagnosing. 
Within this realm of ideas were also no-
tions about good parenting, children and 
child development, as about refugeeness 
and ’being Albanian’.

Anette nyqvist
On the role of institutional owners on 
the financial market

My postdoctoral project has been 
placed at Score 2010-2013. It is 

about the role of institutional owners as 
political actors on financial markets. In a 
post-doctoral project, within Score’s re-
search programme “Organizing Markets” 
(financed by Riksbankens Jubileums-
fond), I here examine how Swedish insti-
tutional owners, such as pension funds 
and insurance companies, work from an 
intermediary position and strive to be 
‘active’ and ‘responsible’ owners. As such 
institutional owners position themselves 
as the ‘do gooders’ of financial markets. 
The research will be published in a forth-
coming monograph in Swedish a chapter 
in an anthology and in two articles in 
English. 

Erik Olsson
Service and welfare in transnational 
space

Annika Rabo and Erik Olsson work in 
the project “Service and welfare in 

transnational space” which receives sup-
port from the Bank of Sweden Tercente-
nary Foundation. The aim of this project 
is to understand how social networks 
assume responsibility for social support 
in transnationally connected migrant 
populations. The focus is on social care 
and welfare related services among 
Assyrians/Syriac migrants residing in 
Sweden and among Swedish/Nordic 
migrants residing in Spain whose every-
day lives are embedded in transnational 
spaces.

COHAB: Diasporic Constructions of 
Home and Belonging
A marie Curie initial Training network

All over the world, stable concepts 
of home and belonging have, for a 

variety of reasons, become the exception 
rather than the rule. This has led to dra-
matic cultural, social and political chang-
es and challenges. The study of diaspora 
and migration has therefore evolved 
into a burgeoning field of research 
with an urgent practical relevance. It is 
mainly covered by the humanities and 
the social sciences. The CoHaB Network 
unites world-leading institutions in this 
field in the conviction that interdisci-
plinary training and international and 
inter-sectorial cooperation are key to any 
productive study of diasporas. Young 
researchers are provided with the oppor-
tunity to conduct their work in a variety 
of disciplinary environments as well as 
outside a purely academic context. The 
Network is funded by an EU FP 7 grant.
Coordinator: Westfaelische Wil-
helms-Universitaet Muenster. Partners: 
The Chancellor, Masters and Scholars of 
the University of Oxford, School of Ori-
ental and African Studies, University of 
London, Stockholm University, University 
of Mumbai, University of Northampton. 
Research coordinator, SU: Professor Erik 
Olsson.

Darcy Pan
Chinese State, Labor nGOs and Global 
Civil Society

This research project sets out to 
understand how international 

development works on the ground with 
a case study of grassroots labor NGOs 
in South China and their connections 
with international civil society. That 
the NGOs in question operate outside 
the legal framework opens up a space 
where linkages with international civil 
society often become necessary for their 
survival. By focusing on the perspective 
of the Chinese grassroots labor NGOs, 
the project wants to move away from 
a state-centric perspective and exam-
ines the agency of these Chinese labor 
groups and explores what strategies 
they adopt to forge their existence and 
survive in the semi-authoritarian state 
so as to illustrate a more nuanced under-
standing of the state-society relation-
ship in the Chinese context.
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Annika Rabo
Future citizens in pedagogic texts and 
educational policy. Examples from Leb-
anon, Sweden and Turkey (financed by 
the Swedish Research Council’s Com-
mittee for Educational Sciences)

Rabo is the project leader and five 
other researchers are active. Schools 

remain an important educational arena 
where the citizens of the future both 
emerge and are constructed. In this pro-
ject we focus on policy documents and 
on pedagogical texts in history, civics, 
religion and geography in the later years 
of compulsory school and we will study 
how the “right” citizen is presented and 
depicted and what values are highlight-
ed at both national and global level. 

Service and welfare in transnational 
space (financed by the Bank of Sweden 
Tercentenary Foundation) 

Erik Olsson is the other researcher in 
this project, the aim of which is to 

understand how social networks assume 
responsibility for social support in 
transnationally connected migrant pop-
ulations. The focus is on social care and 
welfare related services among Assyri-
ans/Syriac migrants residing in Sweden 
and among Swedish/Nordic migrants 
residing in Spain whose everyday lives 
are embedded in transnational spaces. 

Kajsa Rudberg
Reducing Early School Leaving in the Eu 
(working title)

The Swedish school and education 
system are constantly debated. 

In recent years, the discussions have 
largely concerned deteriorating study 
results and one often expressed point of 
view is that the Swedish school suffers 
from many problems. A question not 
discussed as often is students leaving 
school early, something that has become 
more frequent in Sweden in recent 
times. It is this phenomenon I explore in 
my PhD project. Through field work at 
two Swedish schools I want to inves-
tigate the causes and social processes 
that lay behind early school leaving. I 
here focus on class, gender and ethnicity 
aspects, as well as psychological factors. 
Of particular interest is the encounter 
between students and the school as an 
institution: the relations and process-
es that occur here and how these can 
be understood in relation to the early 
school leaving question.

Degla Salim
The healing power of narration: E-help, 
self-help and children to parents with 
substance misuse problems

The dissertation project is a study on 
how children of parents that misuse 

alcohol- and/or drugs are categorized in 
Sweden. These children are often por-
trayed as carriers of certain common ex-
periences and life conditions within dif-
ferent treatments and support activities. 
They are often described as forgotten or 
potential “dandelion children (maskros-
barn)”, risking exclusion from society, 
and at risk of even losing their childhood. 
But what does the concept of childhood 
mean in this context? How does this loss 
of childhood occur? How does one try 
to help these children and in what ways 
do they deal with this help or interven-
tion? Narrating their upbringing appears 
to have become a reoccurring element 
in various sorts of support activities 
directed towards these children. The 
project investigates what this narration 
entails and how it contributes in shaping 
perceptions on childhood and parent-
hood amongst both professional adults 
and the children involved. Furthermore, 
it connects to a broader theoretical 
discussion of risk, and the formation of 
social personhood. 

Hannah Pollack Sarnecki
Funkieras/os in Brazil: music, Borders 
and Resistance

Sarnecki’s study deals with young 
people in Brazil and questions related 

to borders, resistance, gender and eth-
nicity in relation to Carioca Funk. Carioca 
Funk is a music- and dance style that 
emerged in the favelas of Rio de Janiero. 
The music has relatively recently reached 
the middle class outside the favelas and 
has also become popular outside Brazil. 
The central theoretical concerns relate to 
theories on “dialogism”, representation, 
globalization, post colonialism, rasism 
and multiculturalism. The main tools will 
be participant observation both in and 
outside of favelas which will be comple-
mented by in-depth interviews with the 
funkeiras/os (young women and men in-
volved in Carioca Funk) and text analyses 
of the lyrics composed by them.

Siri Schwabe
Everyday resistance and the making of 
a Palestinian diasporic community in 
Santiago de Chile

Siri Schwabe’s PhD research explores 
the making and remaking of a Pales-

tinian diasporic community in Chile by 
investigating the dynamics of pro-Pal-
estine activist practices. For more than 
a century, Chile has been home to what 
has become one of the world’s most no-
table Palestinian communities. Today, an 
increasing number of cultural organiza-
tions, political unions, social and athletic 
clubs as well as Arabic language courses 
and a wide range of events organize this 
community in the capital of Santiago. 
What is more, pro-Palestine campaigns 
and manifestations are numerous and 
often carried out by a network of young 
people connected with the General 
Union of Palestinian Students. This 
project focuses particularly on precisely 
these young people and is concerned 
with how they engage politically with 
what is widely known as ’the Palestinian 
cause’ and, with that, notions of home 
and homeland. The research explores 
further how generational relationships, 
recurring narratives and intersecting 
histories interplay with this engagement 
as part of an overarching process of 
diaspora-making.  

Renita Thedvall
managing preschool the Lean way. An 
industrial management model enters 
childcare

The project, ’Managing preschool the 
Lean way. An industrial management 

model enters childcare’ examines the 
practice of making the public welfare 
sector Lean, with specific focus on public 
preschools, in the City of Stockholm. 
Lean, as a management ideology, traces 
its origins from the automotive industry 
and has a clear focus on efficiency, ra-
tionality and customer value. In activities 
relating to the public welfare sector in 
general and childcare in particular, other 
values are prevalent, such as equal treat-
ment, education, and care. The overall 
purpose of the project is to investigate 
how cultural logics and standardization 
procedures accompanied by Lean guide 
practices in the public welfare sector, in 
particular public preschools. There are 
reasons to assume that tensions might 
arise between apparently different 
logics, such as the logics of care and 
pedagogy, on the one hand, and logics 
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of efficiency and customer value, on the 
other. The project is placed at Stockholm 
Centre for Organizational Research 
(Score), Stockholm University.

ioannis Tsoukalas
ERASmuS students as apprentice cos-
mopolitans

The concept ”cosmopolitanism” has in 
recent years, thanks to increasing glo-

balization, received renewed popularity 
in the academic and political debate. The 
aim of the present study is to investigate 
the cultural processes that currently 
take place within the European Union 
(EU) and that eventually are relevant 
for the development of such a cosmo-
politan awareness and lifestyle. More 
specifically it will focus on the ERASMUS 
student exchange program, which has 
quite dramatically changed student life 
in many European universities during 
the last five years. It is almost as if a new 
student- and youth culture has emerged 
as a result of this politically motivated 
program. A large number of students 
thus circulate continuously within the 
borders of the European Union, staying 
long periods of time in different coun-
tries before returning to their home 
universities. The ethnographic material 
for this study will therefore consist of 
participant observation and interviews 
with such exchange students.

Hans Tunestad
The Therapeutization of work

The organization of work in the West-
ern welfare states has made use of 

psychological know-how, such as ‘psy-
chotechnics’, since the early twentieth 
century. The last decades, however, has 
seen a shift in organizational ideals from 
large hierarchical structures to networks 
of self-governing units. This develop-
ment has meant new possibilities for the 
deployment of psychological knowledge 
in organizational management. The 
present study takes as its geographical 
starting point the greater Stockholm 
area in Sweden. Through a variant of 
multi-sited fieldwork, it investigates the 
dissemination of psychological know-
how in different work related settings 
by which the average ‘worker-citizen’ is 
supposed to become a kind of amateur 
psychologists or therapists, ready and 
able to take responsibility for his or her 
own productivity, well-being and health. 
The study depicts this ideal of psycho-

logical self-regulation: its discourse and 
practices, and how it emerged as a part 
of wider organizational developments.

Paula uimonen
Corruption in everyday life in Tanzania 
(2012-2013)

This research investigated how ordi-
nary citizens perceive, experience and 

respond to corruption in everyday life in 
Tanzania. The study was based on mate-
rial gathered during the Chanjo project, 
an anti-corruption campaign combining 
music, mobiles, and social media, sup-
ported by the Swedish Program for ICT in 
Developing Regions (Spider) at Stock-
holm University. The empirical basis of 
the research comprised data gathered 
during the campaign as well as the pro-
ject team’s reflections on the outcomes 
of the campaign. Data collection was 
carried out through ethnographic and 
visual research methods including partic-
ipant observation, in-depth interviews, 
group discussions, online interaction, 
photo and video elicitation. The research 
results have been published in the chap-
ter ”Mediated Agency: Music and Media 
against Corruption in Tanzania” (Uimo-
nen 2013) and an ethnographic road 
movie available online at http://vimeo.
com/paulauimonen.

Visual identity in Facebook (2012-2013)

This project explored visual identity 
in Facebook, focusing on the use of 

profile photos in the performance of 
digitally mediated selfhood and sociality. 
Visuality in Facebook is indicative of a 
visual turn in digital media in general, 
social media in particular. This project 
investigated how profile photos are used 
to manage translocal and transnational 
social relations in Facebook. Building on 
anthropological theories of performance, 
this project analyzed visual communica-
tion in terms of reflexive construction 
of selfhood and image- based social 
interaction. The concept ‘social aes-
thetic frame’ was introduced to capture 
patterns of digital stratification that 
encompass the online construction of 
networked selfhood in the peripheries 
of the global network society (Uimonen 
2013). The project built on Paula Uimo-
nen’s recent research on digital media 
and intercultural interaction at a nation-
al arts institute in Tanzania, using digital, 
sensory and visual research methods 
(Uimonen 2009, 2011, 2012).

Susann ullberg
watermarks: urban Flooding and mem-
oryscape in Argentina (Project complet-
ed in 2013)

The relationship between social ex-
perience and action in the context of 
recurrent disasters is often thought 
of in terms of adaptation. This study 
problematises this assumption from an 
anthropological perspective by analysing 
the memoryscape that mediates past 
experiences of disasters. The inquiry is 
based on translocal and transtemporal 
ethnographic fieldwork conducted in 
2004-2011 in the flood-prone city of 
Santa Fe in Argentina. The study exam-
ines how past flooding is remembered 
by flood victims in the middle- and 
low-income districts and by activists of 
the protest movement that emerged 
in the wake of the 2003 flood. It deals 
with flood memory in the local bureau-
cracy, in local historiography, myths and 
popular culture. The analysis reveals that 
the Santafesinian flood memoryscape 
is dynamically configured by evocative, 
reminiscent and commemorative modes 
of remembering. The study addresses 
the relationship between memory, mo-
rality and social inequality and discusses 
the implications for questions regarding 
vulnerability, resilience and adaptation.

juan Velasquez
A Feminist Sustainable Development 
– Towards a social urbanism aimed by 
Politics of Emotion, intersectionality 
and Feminist Alliances

This project studies whether (and 
how) the shift from integration to-

wards participation have taken place in 
cities that have been facing discrimina-
tion, residential segregation and racism. 
Because of the emotional character that 
lay behind cities that use to be blamed 
for being among the most dangerous in 
the world, the project elucidates wheth-
er emancipatory politics of emotions 
could play a determinant role for partici-
patory planning, empowering underrep-
resented suburbs and groups, especially 
women. The project also explores the 
ways in which urban planning apply 
politics of emotion, intersectionality and 
transversal politics – gender main-
streaming – when professional planners 
advance its work for sustainable city 
development. Focus has been on how 
barrio/suburban women are involved 
in participatory planning processes in 
cities like Caracas (Venezuela), Medellin 
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(Colombia) and Cochabamba (Bolivia). 
The project had generated a scientific 
archive accessible at www.youtube.com/
femsusdev, on barrio women’s different 
forms of participate and conduct the 
local development. Funded by FORMAS.

mattias Viktorin
Expressing Siberian Exile: Vernacular 
noncoincidence and the Reconfigura-
tion of universality in the Russian Far 
East

In this project I explore historical nar-
ratives about Siberian exile in pre-rev-

olutionary Russia. At the turn of the 
20th century, any attempt to represent 
Siberian exile was understood as a politi-
cal statement. Historical distance allows 
me focus on how these narratives also 
reveal something else: a profound crisis 
of representation in early modernism. 
Many of the texts I work with were orig-
inally published in English and written 
either by foreigners who had travelled 
through Siberia or by Russians in exile 
abroad. All of them sought to develop a 
language that could represent in writing 
the realities of Siberian exile. No existing 
form of textual expression seemed to 
fit this task, and I am interested in how 
different authors sought to respond to 
the challenge of such “noncoincidence”. 
At issue in these texts was arguably a 
modern reconfiguration of “universality” 
which marked the eclipse of a Herderian 
conception of “the vernacular” as com-
prising a given organic unity of language, 
culture and territory.

Asta Vonderau
Farming Data, Forming the Cloud: Envi-
ronmental impact and Cultural Produc-
tion of iT technology

Facebook currently builds its first Eu-
ropean data centre in Luleå, in order 

to provide server cooling and storage 
facilities for user data from Europe, Afri-
ca, and the Near East. Based on empirical 
research at Facebook’s data centre in 
Luleå, this project sheds light on the 
Internet’s complex, energy-consuming 
infrastructure and on the heavy industry 
securing the functionality of web ser-
vices, as well as on this industry’s social 
effects. Most recently, cloud computing 
has greatly contributed to the idea of a 
free and immaterial web. Conversely, this 
project aims to better understand the 
Internet’s materiality, and to address the 
risk of an energy crisis of information. 

It asks: 1) How is ‘the cloud’ imagined? 
(cultural meanings); 2) how does ‘the 
cloud’ materialize in terms of environ-
mental change? (in both ecological and 
industrial life-worlds); 3) how is ‘the 
cloud’ socially negotiated? (in terms of 
social relations and the labour market).

Helena wulff
writing in ireland: an ethnographic 
study of schooling and the world of 
writers 

This is an ethnographic study of the 
practice of writing in Ireland: in 

schools, at university, and in the world 
of writers where the literary tradition is 
continued by contemporary writers. Why 
are the Irish a people of the pen? How is 
socialization to writing accomplished? 
The aim is to explore 1) how pupils in 
primary and secondary school, and 
students in creative writing classes at 
university, learn to write, 2) the social or-
ganization of the world of contemporary 
fiction writers. Theoretically, the project 
connects Bourdieu ś ideas on fields, 
power, and habitus, with anthropology 
of education and situated learning, as 
well as Becker ś notion of art worlds. 
The project is carried out by way of field 
studies in Dublin with participant obser-
vation in writing classes in schools and 
at university, at writerś  conferences, 
readings, and festivals, complemented 
with in-depth interviews. The project 
was funded by the Swedish Research 
Council.
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elan Democracy’, Latin American Journal 
of Geography and Gender, 4/2 (2013). 

Lindquist, Johan, ‘An Interview with 
James Siegel’, Public Culture, 25/3 (2013), 
559-573.

Lindquist, Johan, ‘Beyond Anti-Anti Traf-
ficking’, Dialectical Anthropology, 37/2 
(2013), 319-323.

Lindquist, Johan, Joshua Barker and Erik 
Harms, ‘Introduction: Figures of Urban 
Transformation’, City & Society, 25/2 
(2013), 159-172.

Moeran, Brian, and Christina Garsten, 
‘Business Anthropology: Towards an an-
thropology of worth?’, Journal of Business 
Anthropology, 2/1 (2013), 1-8.

Norman, Karin, ‘Barn i antropologin 
– perspektiv och reflektioner’, Locus, 
Tidskrift för Barn och Ungdomsvetenskap, 
Stockholms Universitet, 2 (2012).

Norman, Karin, ‘Prishtina, shifting expe-
riences of places in a ’post-coflict’ city’, 
Dérive, Zeitschrift für Stadtforschung, 
54/2013 (Special Issue Public Spaces, 
Resilience & Rhythm).

Rabo, Annika, Rima Bahous and Mona 
Nabhani, ‘Parochial education in a global 
world? Teaching history and civics in 
Lebanon’, Nordidactica, 1 (2013), 57-79.

Thedvall, Renita, ‘Meeting Ethnography 
in Policy Research’, Anthropology News, 
54/11-12 (2013), 37-38.

Uimonen, Paula, ‘Visual identity in 
Facebook’, Visual Studies, 28/2 (2013), 
122-135.

Velasquez Atehortúa, Juan, ‘Barrio 
women’s invited and invented spaces 
against Urban elitisation in Chacao, Ve-
nezuela’, Antipode (2013), DOI: 10.1111/
anti.12072.

Vonderau, Asta, ‘Der Schatten der Trans-
parenz: Europäisierung, Standardisierung 
und ungehorsame Märkte an den Rän-
dern Europas’, Volkskunde in Sachsen, 25 
(2013), 7-29.

Wulff, Helena, ‘Ways of Seeing Ireland’s 
Green: From Ban to the Branding of 
a Nation’, The Senses and Society, 8/2 
(2013), 233-240.

REViEwS
Behtoui, Alireza, review of Reza Hasmath, 
The Ethnic Penalty: Immigration, Educa-
tion and the Labour Market (Farnham: 

Ashgate Publishing Ltd., 2012), in Ethnic 
and Racial Studies, 36/5 (2013), 915-929.
 
Lindquist, Johan, review of Sverre Mol-
land, The Perfect Business?: Anti-Traffick-
ing and the Sex Trade along the Mekong 
(University of Hawai’i Press, 2012), in 
Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, 44/3 
(2013), 524-526.

Wulff, Helena, review of Monica Janow-
ski and Tim Ingold, eds, Imagining lands-
capes: past, present and future (Farnham: 
Ashgate, 2012), in Social Anthropology, 
21/4 (2013), 585-586.

OTHER PuBLiCATiOnS
Hassanen, Sadia, and Nina Edström, 
Att förebyggahedersrelaterat våld och 
förtryck, Multicultural centre, Stockholm 
(academic report written for Botkyrka 
municipality).

Khosravi, Shahram, ‘En värld utan grän-
ser är möjlig’, Bang, 4 (2013).

Khosravi, Shahram, ‘Is a world without 
borders utopian?’, Tensta Reader #1, The 
Silent University.

Khosravi, Shahram, ‘The Persian Escort’ 
(a short story), Collective Exile, a Literary 
Magazine, April (2013). 

Olsson, Erik, ‘Svenskarna i Spanien – en 
ny diaspora?’, Äldre i centrum, 2013/1 
(2013).

Tunestad, Hans, ‘Arbetslivets terapeu-
tisering’, TAM-revy. Meddelanden från 
TAM-Arkiv, 2/2013 (2013).

FiLm PRODuCTiOnS
Uimonen, Paula, Chanjo ya Rushwa. An 
ethnographic road movie (2013).
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RuBEn AnDERSSOn
•	 Wrote the opinion piece ‘EU:s recept 

är mer av samma misstag’, SvD, 
October 24. 

•	 Wrote the blog post ‘Border Con-
trols: Some Reflections from Stock-
holm’ on the Oxford Border Crimino-
logies blog, December 16. 

miA FORREST
•	 Interviewed by SVT Nyheter, August 

3. 
•	 Interviewed in ‘Tittarstorm mot SVT 

efter LCHF-kritik’, Resumé, August 2. 
•	 Interviewed by Ekot, Sveriges Radio, 

August 3. 
•	 Interviewed in ‘En höst med blod-

smak I munnen’, Dagens Nyheter, 
September 13.

RAOuL GALLi
•	 Raoul Galli’s Varumärkenas fält. Pro-

duktion av erkännande i Stockholms 
reklamvärld (2012) was reviewed 
in Respons - recensionstidskrift för 
samhällsvetenskap och humaniora, 
5 (2013).

•	 Interviewed in ‘Röör i P4’, Sveriges 
Radio, May 4. 

•	 Raoul Galli’s research presented 
in ‘Hela branschen bygger på att 
prisas’, Resumé’s Byråvalsguiden, 
May 31. 

•	 Interviewed in ‘Människor överger 
den som är skadeskjuten’, Resumé, 
September 24.

•	 Interviewed in ‘Lika barn leka bäst: 
vem bryr sig om mångfalden’, Re-
sumé, October 3. 

CHRiSTinA GARSTEn
•	 Interviewed in ‘Slutet sällskap med 

dold agenda’ (Closed society with 
hidden agenda) by Olle Nygårds, 
SvD, June 2.

•	 Participated in the conference ‘Tar 
tankesmedjorna över idéutveck-
lingen? Ett utdrag ur ett seminarium 
om partiernas kris’ (Are think tanks 
taking over the development of ide-
as?), and gave a talk on ‘Tankesmed-
jorna och idéutvecklingen’ (Think 
tanks and idea development). The 
event was organized by the think 
tank FORES, and held in ABF-huset 
(the Workers’ Educational Associa-
tion Building), Stockholm, October 

  18. The event was broadcast by SVT. 

•	 Interviewed in ‘Idéproduktion 
outsourcas till tankesmedjor’ (Idea 
production outsourced to think 
tanks) by Oscar Örum, Veckans Brief 
35, Dagens Opinion, November 8.

•	 Interviewed in ‘Policyintellektuella 
driver egen politik’ (Policy intellectu-
als drive their own political agenda) 
by Sandra Johansson, Riksdag & 
Departement, November 18.

jAnnETE HEnTATi
•	 Participated in Tidskriften Respons 

2/2013 with an essay on Den 
arabiska våren. Folkets uppror i Mel-
lanöstern och Nordafrika by Moham-
mad Fazlhashemi. 

•	 Participated in ‘OBS: Kultur och 
idédebatt’, Sveriges Radio P1 in a 
feature on Paris Société Anonyme by 
Alain Corneau, January 8.

•	 Participated in ‘OBS: Kultur och 
idédebatt’, Sveriges Radio P1 in a 
feature on ‘Delacroix målade krop-
par han aldrig sett’, June 11.

•	 Participated in ‘OBS: Kultur och 
idédebatt’, Sveriges Radio P1 in a 
feature on ‘Den koloniala blicken i 
vardagen’, June 19.

•	 Participated in ‘OBS: Kultur och 
idédebatt’, Sveriges Radio P1 in a 
feature on ‘Le MuCEM i Marseille’, 
September 5.

HEGE HøyER LEiVESTAD
•	 Interviewed on ‘Vaken i P3 och P4’, 

Sveriges Radio, April 25.
•	 Interviewed on ‘Radio Stockholm 

Förmiddag P4’, Sveriges Radio, April 
25.

•	 Quoted in Besöksliv, April 26.
•	 Interviewed in ‘Friheten – därför gil-

lar vi camping’ by Emma Fagerberg, 

Arbetarbladet, April 27.
•	 Interviewed in ‘Campare söker Fri-

het’ by Ann Patmalnieks, Hotellre-
vyn, April 29. 

•	 Interviewed on TV4 Nyhetsmorgon 
by Tilde de Paula and Peter Jihde, 
‘Därför älskar svensken att campa’, 
April 30. 

•	 Interviewed in ‘Närheten till naturen 
lockar’ by Maria Holm, Dagens ETC, 
May 17.

•	 Interviewed in ‘Därför älskar vi cam-
ping’ by Kristin Westesson, Afton-
bladet Resa, May 29-June 25.

•	 Participated in ‘von Svenssons klä-
der’ on SVT 1, October 16.

AnETTE nyqViST
•	 Interviewed in ‘Generationsskifte i 

skogen’ (about hunting in Sweden), 
Dagens Nyheter, June 16.

ERiK OLSSOn
•	 A few interviews with unknown 

international journalists.

AnniKA RABO
•	 Wrote ‘Minoritet ett ödesdigert be-

grepp’, Under Strecket, SvD, August 
27.

•	 Wrote ‘Kvinnor tar makten över sitt 
huvud’, Under Strecket, SvD, Sep-
tember 24.

juAn VELASquEz
•	 Wrote the opinion piece ‘Stärk sam-

arbetet mellan EU och CELAC’, Fria 
Tidning, January 19.

•	 Wrote the opinion piece ‘Socialistisk 
politik mot klyftor’, Flamman, April 
17. 

The Department in the media
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January

august

september

october

november

december

Ruben Andersson and 
Shahram Khosravi organ-
ise a workshop on border 
controls. Read an article 
by Ruben on page 5 and 
about the Migration clus-
ter on page 13.

Three research grants are 
awarded to researchers 
in the Organisation clus-
ter. Read more about the 
cluster on page 13 and 
funding on page 12.

Alireza Behtoui begins the 
research project ‘RESL.eu’. 
Read an interview with 
Alireza on page 7.

Helena Wulff organises 
the 9th Stockholm Anthro-
pology Roundtable. Read 
more about the round-
table on page 47 and the 
Media cluster on page 13.

Mark Nuttall, University 
of Alberta and Greenland 
Climate Research Centre/
University of Greenland 
visits the department. 
Read more about our sem-
inars on page 42 and the 
Environment cluster on 
page 13.  
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February

march

april

may

June

July
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Statistics show that the 
BA program ‘Global ut-
veckling’ is one of Stock-
holm University’s most 
sought-after programs. 
Read more about our 
courses on page 10.

Susann Ullberg defends 
her PhD thesis. Read more 
about it on page 11.

Our researchers are asked 
to comment on current 
topics in the media. Com-
plete list of media partici-
pation on page 31.



Anthropological Association of Sweden, 
SAnT
The great majority of staff are members.

Association of the Anthropology of Po-
licy (ASAP) of American Anthropological 
Association (AAA), uSA
Anette Nyqvist

Barn, kultur, kommunikation, The Cen-
tre for the Studies of Children’s Culture, 
Stockholm university
Karin Norman

Charisma Consumer market Studies
Raoul Galli

Disaster, Conflict and Social Crisis 
Research network (DCSCRn) of the 
European Sociological Association 
Susann Ullberg

EASA media Anthropology network 
Paula Uimonen 

EASA mobility network
Hege Høyer Leivestad

European Association of Social Anthro-
pologists (EASA)
The great majority of staff are members.

European network on Christians in the 
middle East
Annika Rabo

Europeiskt nätverk om åldrande och 
migranter
Annika Rabo

Forskarnätverket om transnationalism 
och diaspora
Tekalign Ayalew
Alireza Behtoui
Gunilla Bjerén
Tania González
Shahram Khosravi
Johan Lindqvist
Karin Norman
Erik Olsson, coordinator
Annika Rabo
Siri Schwabe

Govemark – the Governance of mar-
kets, financed by Riksbankens jubi-
leumsfond
The network is led by Christina Garsten 
in collaboration with Adrienne Sör-
bom (Score). Partners are Bo Rothstein 

(University of Gothenburg), Peter Miller 
(CARR, London School of Economics), 
Hervé Dumez (Centre de Recherche en 
Gestion, CNRS), and Melissa Fisher (New 
York University). 
Anette Nyqvist, member

imiSCOE Research network (interna-
tional migration integration and Social 
Cohesion)
Tekalign Ayalew 
Alireza Behtoui
Erik Olsson
Annika Rabo
Siri Schwabe

iTn, Diasporic Constructions on Home 
and Belonging (CoHaB)
Tekalign Ayalew
Tania González
Shahram Khosravi
Erik Olsson, coordinator
Annika Rabo
Siri Schwabe

Kritiska ras- och vithetsstudier, financed 
by Forte, mångkulturellt centrum
Juan Velasquez

migration, socialmedicin och global 
psykisk hälsa, Karolinska institutet/
Stress Research institute, Stockholm 
university
Karin Norman

network on Legal Pluralism
Annika Rabo

nordic irish Studies network (niSn)
Helena Wulff 

nordic migration Research
Erik Olsson, member of the board

nordic network for Digital Visuality 
(nnDV), funded by nordForsk.
Paula Uimonen, member of the steering 
group.
Helena Wulff

nordTax
Lotta Björklund Larsen

nätverket om forskning om familj och 
familjerätt i det mångkulturella norden
Annika Rabo

Oxford Border Criminologies network
Ruben Andersson

PRi Academic network, London
Anette Nyqvist

Processes of organizing: the shaping 
and reshaping of control, knowledge 
and agency, funded by STinT
The directors of the program are Chris-
tina Garsten, Olivier Borraz (CSO, CNRS) 
and Peter Miller (LSE, CARR). 

Red de investigación interdisciplinaria 
sobre el mundo Arabe y América Latina 
(RimAAL) 
Siri Schwabe

Reklamforskarnätverket
Raoul Galli

Research network 39 the Sociology of 
Disasters of the international Sociologi-
cal Association
Susann Ullberg

Rethinking Value, Department of Anth-
ropology, uC irvine
Lotta Björklund Larsen

Rådet för yrkeshistorisk forskning
Christina Garsten

Skatteakademin
Lotta Björklund Larsen

Society for Applied Anthropology (SfAA)
Susann Ullberg

The Cultural Dynamics and Emotions 
network (CDEn), queen ś university 
Belfast
Helena Wulff, member of the Board of 
Advisors.

The Open Anthropology Cooperative 
(OAC)
Paula Uimonen

Think Tank network initiative
Christina Garsten

ValueS, Tema T, Linköping university
Lotta Björklund Larsen

Visual Anthropology network of EASA 
(VAnEASA) 
Helena Wulff

world Literatures, Stockholm university 
initiative
Helena Wulff, member of the board.

Research networks
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Agence d’Evaluation de Recherche et de 
l’Enseignement Supérieur (AERES)
Christina Garsten was expert evaluator 
for AERES, Vague E 2013-2014, Evaluation 
de l’unité de recherche: Institut Interdis-
ciplinaire de l’Innovation.

American Anthropological Association
ulf Hannerz is elected member (2012-
2013) of the Committee on World Anth-
ropologies and chair in the subcommit-
tee for research and education issues.

Anthropological Association of Sweden 
(SAnT)
Renita Thedvall, treasurer.
Helena wulff, chair.

Association for the Anthropology of Po-
licy (ASAP) of American Anthropologist 
Association (AAA)
Anette nyqvist, elected board member.

Austrian Academy of Sciences (öster-
reichische Akademie der wissenschaf-
ten), Vienna, Austria
ulf Hannerz was inducted as honorary 
member of the Academy at the annual 
festive session in Vienna on May 15.

Austrian Science Fund
johan Lindquist, grant reviewer.

Christian michelesen institute (Cmi)
Bengt G. Karlsson was project consul-
tant for the CMI research project on 
indigenous peoples and land and forest 
rights in Meghalaya. 

Cultural Heritage without Borders
Annika Rabo was member of the adviso-
ry committe for the project al-Hakawati 
(the story teller).

Diasporic Constructions of Home and 
Belonging, CoHaB
Erik Olsson, member of supervisory 
board.

Disaster, Conflict and Social Crisis 
Research network (DCSCRn) of the 
European Sociological Association
Susann ullberg served on the board.

European Commission
Christina Garsten was expert evaluator 
in the assessment of evaluations for FR7 
research programs.

European Research Council 
Helena wulff was expert evaluator of 
research proposals.

European university institute
Ruben Andersson carried out research 
on Sweden for an EU-wide project on 
migration managed by the European 
University Institute.

johannes Gutenberg university mainz 
Asta Vonderau was Associate Professor 
(Juniorprofessorin) of Cultural Anthropo-
logy, Department for Film, Theatre and 
Empirical Cultural Studies.
Asta Vonderau was member of the 
research training group Transnational 
Social Support.
Asta Vonderau was the founding 
member of the interdisciplinary research 
group Discourse/Knowledge/Power: On 
the Discoursive Construction of Inequa-
lity at the Center of Social and Cultural 
Studies Mainz (SOCUM).
Asta Vonderau was leader of the 
commission for the development and 
implementation of interdisciplinary cour-
ses, Department of Film, Theatre and 
Empirical Cultural Studies.
Asta Vonderau was member of the Cen-
ter for Intercultural Studies (ZIS).
Faculty of Philology and Philosophy
Asta Vonderau was member of the 
examining committee for Mathias Fuchs’ 
PhD thesis Die sind nicht alle so, wie Du 
denkst. Ich bin anders!.

Linköping university
Department of Thematic Studies - Tech-
nology and Social Change
Renita Thedvall was examiner on a 
60% manuscript for a doctoral thesis by 
Maria Eidenskog.

London School of Economics
Department of Anthropology
Bengt G. Karlsson was on the advisory 
committee for the Programme of Re-
search on Inequality and Poverty.

national university of ireland, may-
nooth (nuim)
Department of Anthropology
Christina Garsten is external evaluator 
for the Department of Anthropology.
Christina Garsten was external examiner 
for Maura Parazzoli’s PhD thesis Three 
Miles Apart ... and Beyond: School Inequa-

lities in Dublin 15, December 9.
Christina Garsten was external examiner 
for Peter Lacey’s PhD thesis The ‘People’s 
Movement’: EU Critical Action & Irish 
Social Activism, December 11.

national university of Singapore
Asia Research Institute
johan Lindquist, member of the Asian 
Graduate Students Summer Institute 
and Graduate Students Forum Commit-
tee.
Department of Sociology
johan Lindquist was external examiner 
for Stefani Haning Swarati Nugroho’s 
PhD thesis On Imagining a Nation: 
Constructions of ‘Indonesia’ in Jakarta, 
Kupang and Banda Aceh, 2013. 

nORFACE
Annika Rabo was reviewer of research 
proposals for the new programme on 
the topic of Welfare State Futures, and 
participated in a review meeting in Paris, 
June 27-28.

norwegian university of Life Sciences
Bengt G. Karlsson was external exa-
miner for Sunetro Ghosal’s PhD thesis 
Intimate beasts: Exploring relationships 
between humans and large carnivores in 
western India, June 11.

Oral History in Sweden
Gunilla Bjerén, member of the steering 
group.

quality Assurance netherlands univer-
sities (qAnu), utrecht, the netherlands
ulf Hannerz is a member of the re-
search review committee for cultural 
anthropology. The committee met with 
representatives of five Dutch universities 
and their departments of anthropology 
in Utrecht on September 17-20, and will 
issue its report early in 2014.

Research Committee 39 Sociology of 
Disasters of the international Sociologi-
cal Association
Susann ullberg served on the board.

Research Foundation - Flanders (Fonds 
wetenschappelijk Onderzoek - Vlaand-
eren, FwO)
johan Lindquist, grant reviewer.

Service to the profession
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Autumn river. with golden decidu-
ous trees along its banks, this river in 
Västmanland provides a welcome break 
to the dense coniferous forests where 
Andrew mitchell has conducted most 
of his fieldwork for his doctoral pro-
ject ‘Becoming-wolf’. Photo: Andrew 
mitchell
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Riksbankens jubileumsfond
Christina Garsten is reviewer for re-
search funding applications.
Christina Garsten is member of the 
evaluation committee for the Erik Allardt 
programme, Riksbankens Jubileumsfond, 
Swedish Collegium for Advanced Study 
and Helsinki Collegium for Advanced 
Studies.
Christina Garsten is member of the 
evaluation committee for the Pro Futura 
Scientia programme, Riksbankens Jubi-
leumsfond and Swedish Collegium for 
Advanced Study. 

Rådet för yrkeshistorisk forskning
Christina Garsten, member of the board.

Stockholm university
Acta Universitatis Stockholmiensis
Helena wulff, member of the Editorial 
Committee.
Board of Humanities, Law and Social 
Sciences 
Gudrun Dahl participated in an inquiry 
regarding any changes to the structure 
of the departments.
Department of Computer and Systems 
Sciences
Gudrun Dahl was member of the exami-
ning committee for Mattias Rost’s PhD 
thesis Mobility is the Message: Experi-
ments with Mobile Media Sharing, March 
11. 
Mobile Life Vinnex Excellence Center
Gudrun Dahl, member of the board.
Swedish Program for ICT in Developing 
Regions (Spider)
Gudrun Dahl, member of the board.
Paula uimonen, director.
Department of Criminology
Christina Garsten was member of 
the evaluation committee for Nubia 
Evertsson’s PhD thesis Legal bribes? An 
analysis of corporate donations to electo-
ral campaigns, May 29. 
Department of Education
Gudrun Dahl was member of the exami-
ning committee for Noah Mtana’s PhD 
thesis Tanzanian primary school learners 
investing in English: What are their at-
titudes, expectations and opportunities?, 
September 25. 
Department of Ethnology, History of 
Religions and Gender studies 
Gudrun Dahl was member of the exami-
ning committee for Florence Fröhlig’s 
PhD thesis Painful legacy of World War 
II: Nazi forced enlistment: Alsatian/Mosel-
lan Prisoners of War and the Soviet Prison 
Camp of Tambov, September 27. 
Department of Human Geography
Helena wulff was member of the com-
mittee for Charlotta Malm ś PhD thesis 

A Place Apart? Debating Landscapes and 
Identities in the Shetland Islands, Decem-
ber 12.
Department of Political Science
mark Graham was member of the com-
mittee for Constanza Vera Larrucea’s 
PhD thesis Citizenship by citizens: First 
generation nationals with Turkish 
ancestry on lived citizenship in Paris and 
Stockholm, March 13.
Department of Social Anthropology
mark Graham was member of the com-
mittee for Susann Ullberg’s PhD thesis 
Watermarks: Urban Flooding and Memo-
ryscape in Argentina, May 28.
Karin norman and mark Graham were 
responsible for the compilation of the 
self-evaluation of the department’s 
master program for Universitetskans-
lersämbetet.
Renita Thedvall was responsible for the 
compilation of the self-evaluation of 
the department’s bachelor program for 
Universitetskanslersämbetet.
Faculty of Social Science
Gudrun Dahl was part of a teaching ap-
pointments committe for professors. 
Gudrun Dahl was responsible for prepa-
ring the faculty’s 50th anniversary.
Christina Garsten is Chair of the com-
mittee for Gunnar Myrdal lectures. 
Bengt G. Karlsson, member of the Fa-
culty Board.
Forum for Asian Studies
Eva-maria Hardtmann, member of the 
board.
johan Lindquist, member of the steering 
committee.
Institute for International Economic 
Studies
Gudrun Dahl, member of the board. 
School of Business
Gudrun Dahl was member of the exami-
ning committee for Sabina du Rietz’s 
PhD thesis Accounting in the field of 
governance, May 20.
Steering Group for Transnational Part-
nership
Helena wulff, member.
Stockholm centre for organizational 
research (Score)
Christina Garsten is Chair of the Execu-
tive Board of Score, and member of the 
steering committee for the research 
programme Organizing markets, funded 
by Riksbankens Jubileumsfond.
Renita Thedvall, deputy director.
Renita Thedvall, member of the board.
Stockholm University Library Board
Annika Rabo, deputy member until July 
2013. 
The Centre for Teaching and Learning in 
the Social Sciences (CeSam)
Annika Rabo, member of the board.

The Centre for the Studies of Children ś 
Culture 
Karin norman, member of the board.

Sveriges Lantbruksuniversitet
Fakulteten för naturresurser och lant-
bruksvetenskap, Institutionen för stad 
och land
Christina Garsten was member of the 
PhD committee for Camilla Eriksson’s 
PhD thesis Fäboden som politiskt rum: 
Att vara fäbodbrukare i den nya jord-
brukspolitiken, May 24.

Swedish Research Council (Vetenskaps-
rådet)
Bengt G. Karlsson, committee member.
Annika Rabo was reviewer (on behalf of 
Utbildningsvetenskapliga kommittén) 
of the Council’s Grants to Distinguished 
Young Researchers, November.

The Kohima institute
Dolly Kikon, member on the board of 
trustees.

The Research Council of norway
Christina Garsten is member of the 
programme board for the research pro-
gramme Samfunnsutviklingens kultu-
relle forutsetninger, SAMKUL (Cultural 
conditions underlying social change).

TRAnSmiG
Erik Olsson, coordinator.

université Paris Ouest
Christina Garsten was member of the 
jury for Véronique Steyer’s PhD thesis Les 
processus de sensemaking en situation 
d’alerte, entre construction sociala du 
risqué et relations d’accountability. Le cas 
des entreprises françaises face a la pan-
demie grippale de 2009, December 16. 

universitetskanslersämbetet
Gudrun Dahl chaired the evaluator 
committee in the national evaluation of 
Anthropology and Ethnology.
Erik Olsson was member of the external 
evaluator committee in the national eva-
luation of Anthropology and Ethnology.

university of California, irvine
Helena wulff was external assessor for 
an application for advancement from 
Professor, Step IV to Professor, Step VI.

university of Copenhagen
Annika Rabo, expert for the position of 
lecturer.
Faculty of Social Sciences, Department 
of Social Anthropology
Christina Garsten was 1st opponent at 
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the doctoral defence of Simon Wes-
tergaard Lex’s PhD thesis Innovation i 
praksis. Omstilling til markedsorientering i 
Post Danmark, November 15. 

university of Gothenburg
Department of Sociology and Work 
Science
Erik Olsson was external reviewer at 
the final seminar (slutseminarium) for 
Öncel Naldemirci’s PhD thesis Caring (in) 
Diaspora. Aging and caring experiences 
of older Turkish migrants in a Swedish 
context, September 4.
Annika Rabo was opponent for Öncel 
Naldemirci’s PhD thesis Caring (in) 
Diaspora. Aging and caring experiences 
of older Turkish migrants in a Swedish 
context, December 17.

university of Limerick
Helena wulff was external assessor for 
an application for The Frank McCourt 
Chair in Creative Writing. 

university of melbourne
Helena wulff was external examiner 
of Yoko Demelius’ PhD thesis A Creative 
Pursuit as a ´Vocation :́ An Anthropologi-
cal Study of the Translocal Ballet World, 
July 15.

Dolly Kikon
Visiting Researcher at the Tata Institute 
of Social Science (TISS), Guwahati, As-
sam, India, 2013-2014.

johan Lindquist 
Visiting Senior Research Fellow, Asia 
Research Institute, National University of 
Singapore, January 1-June 30.

Siri Schwabe
Guest researcher, Programa de Antropo-
logía, Instituto de Sociología, Pontificia 
Universidad Católica de Chile, October 
2013-September 2014.

university of St Andrews
Annika Rabo was member of the advi-
sory board of the HERA project Defining 
and Identifying Middle Eastern Christian 
Communities in Europe.

uppsala university
Eva-maria Hardtmann was member 
of the reference group for the project 
‘Outlook on Civil Society’, a collaboration 
between the Collegium for Development 
Studies, Centre for Sustainable Deve-
lopment (Uppsala), Sida and the Dag 
Hammarskjöld Foundation. The project 
ran between 2009 and 2013.
Centre for Natural Disaster Science 
(CNDS)
Susann ullberg served on the commit-
tee.

Velux Foundation
Christina Garsten was expert evaluator 
for research applications. 

Guest research fellowships

39



40

Bangalore, Karnataka, India. Photo: Andrzej Markiewicz

Varkala, Kerala, India. Photo: Andrzej Markiewicz



Anthropological journal of European 
Cultures (AjEC)
Helena Wulff, member of the editorial 
board.

Anthropology Today
Ruben Andersson, carried out peer 
reviews.
Ulf Hannerz, member of the editorial 
board.

Archivio Antropologico mediterraneo, 
Palermo
Ulf Hannerz, member of the editorial 
board.

Brill
Bengt G. Karlsson, evaluator (peer re-
views) of book manuscripts.

City, Culture and Society
Asta Vonderau, member of the referee 
commissions.

Cultural Sociology
Helena Wulff was a member of the inter-
national advisory board.

“Culture and Society”, Pluto Press
Christina Garsten, series editor of the 
book series. 

Culture unbound: The journal of Cur-
rent Cultural Research
Helena Wulff, member of the national 
advisory board of the online journal.

“Dance and Performance Studies”, Ox-
ford: Berghahn Books
Helena Wulff, Editor (with Jonathan 
Skinner) of the book series.

Ethnography, Los Angeles
Ulf Hannerz, member of the internation-
al editorial board.

Ethnology, Pittsburgh
Ulf Hannerz, member of the internation-
al editorial board.

Ethnos: journal of Anthropology, pub-
lished by Routledge/Taylor & Francis, 
Abingdon, Oxford
Mark Graham, Editor in Chief.
Anette Nyqvist, external reviewer (once).

European journal of Cultural Studies, 
London
Ulf Hannerz, member of the editorial 
board.

European mangement journal 
Christina Garsten, member of the edito-
rial board.

Forum for Development Studies, nor-
way
Gudrun Dahl, member of the advisory 
board.

Global networks, Oxford 
Ulf Hannerz, member of the editorial 
board.

international Encyclopedia of the 
Social and Behavioral Sciences, Elsevier, 
Oxford
Ulf Hannerz was editor of anthropol-
ogy for the first edition (published in 
2001), and continues as subject editor 
with Dominic Boyer, Rice University, as 
co-editor for the second edition, expect-
ed to be available in 2015 as an online 
publication. 

journal of Baltic Studies
Asta Vonderau, member of the referee 
commissions.

journal of Business Anthropology
Christina Garsten, editor.
Ulf Hannerz, member of the advisory 
board.

journal of Cleaner Production
Renita Thedvall, carried out peer reviews.

journal of the Royal Anthropological 
institute
Ruben Andersson, carried out peer 
reviews.

Laboratorium. Russian Review of Social 
Research
Asta Vonderau, member of the referee 
commissions.

nordic journal of migration Research 
(njmR)
Erik Olsson, external reviewer of sub-
mitted manuscripts for a special issue 
(entire issue).
Erik Olsson, member of the editorial 
board.

Organization
Christina Garsten, member of the edito-
rial board.

Oxford university Press, OuP, new 
Delhi
Bengt G. Karlsson, evaluator (peer re-
views) of book manuscripts.

Popular music Studies (London)
Hasse Huss, member of the editorial 
committe.

Public Culture
Johan Lindquist, member of the editorial 
committee.

Reducing Disaster: Early warning Sys-
tems for Climate Change
Susann Ullberg reviewed two chapters 
for the volume edited by Ashbindu Singh 
and Zinta Zommers, Springer Verlag, 
2014.

Review of international American 
Studies 
Ulf Hannerz, member of the editorial 
board for the online edition for the 
International Association of American 
Studies.

Scandinavian journal of management
Christina Garsten, member of the edito-
rial board.

Score working Paper series
Anette Nyqvist, co-editor.

Social Anthropology/Anthropologie 
Sociale: The journal of the European 
Association of Social Anthropologists 
Helena Wulff, member of the interna-
tional editorial advisory board.

Stockholm Anthropology working 
Paper Series
Raoul Galli, member of the editorial 
board.

Stockholm university, ACTA
Christina Garsten and Gudrun Dahl are 
editors for Stockholm Studies in Social 
Anthropology, NS.

Valuation Studies
Lotta Björklund Larsen, head of editorial 
office (2013).

österreichische zeitschrift für Soziolo-
gie
Asta Vonderau, member of the referee 
commissions.

Editorial assignments
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january 21
Professor Helena Wulff
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘Telling the truth through fiction: Anthro-
pology and the literary imagination’

january 28
Associate Professor Paula Uimonen
Spider, DSV, Stockholm University
‘The making of Digital Drama’

February 4
Professor Emeritus Ulf Hannerz
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University 
‘Small countries: Comparative perspec-
tives’

February 11
Doctoral candidate Susann Ullberg
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘Writing floods: Literature and memory 
in Santa Fe; Argentina’

February 18
Anette Nyqvist, PhD
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
Per J Andersson
Vagabond
‘Travel writing… and anthropology’

February 25
Professor Gudrun Dahl
Department of Social Anthropology, 

Stockholm University
‘Moral arguments in environmental 
work’

march 4
Associate Professor Shahram Khosravi
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University 
‘The Revolution and the Iranian family’

march 11
Bo G. Ekelund
Associate professor at the Department 
of English, Stockholm University and as-
sociated researcher, the research group 
for Sociology, Education, and Culture, 
Uppsala
‘Commonplaces in the Caribbean: the 
case of the city in Anglophone Caribbean 
fiction’

march 18
Professor Patrick Laviolette
Tallinn University 
‘Hitched - Stochastically ruptured road 
travel’

march 25
Adnan Mahmutovic, PhD
Department of English, Stockholm Uni-
versity
‘How to fare well and stay fair: Bosnian-
Swedish Fiction’

April 8
PhD candidates Andrew Mitchell and 
Daniel Escobar López

Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘The ‘Swedish Wolf’: Landscape, Identity 
and Conflict’ (working title)
‘Negotiations of gender in an Andean 
community in the context of tourism’ 
(working title) 

April 15
Haris Agic, PhD
Department of Medical and Health 
Sciences, Division of Health and Society, 
Linköping University
‘Hope rites: An ethnographic study of 
mechanical help-heart implantation 
treatment’

April 22
Professor Ghassan Hage
University of Melbourne 
‘Urban jouissance in the streets of Bei-
rut: perversity, sociality and the limits of 
the law’

April 29
Per Ståhlberg, PhD 
Media and Communication Studies, 
School of Culture and Communication, 
Södertörn University 
‘The image and politics of a city – th-
rough urban planning and popular 
fiction’

may 6
John Knight, PhD
School of History and Anthropology, 
Queen’s University Belfast
‘The blurring of the monkey: Analysing 
changing forms of macaque observation 
in post-war Japan’

may 20
Jenny Sjöholm
Postdoctoral researcher and lecturer, 
Uppsala University
‘Learning laboratories: The modern art 
studio and experimental and self-direc-
ted knowledge’

may 27
Inge Daniels, PhD
Institute of Social and Cultural Anthro-
pology, University of Oxford 
‘Experiments in living ethnography: At 
home in the museum’

may 29
Åse Ottosson, PhD

Events at the Department
Research seminars, spring 2013
Anthropology and world Literature
Organised by Helena wulff and mattias Viktorin
On a recent upsurge, the anthropology of literature goes a long way back and 
includes the role of literature and literary texts in anthropology. Since the 
1970s, when Victor Turner identified African ritual and Western literature as 
“mutually elucidating”, a growing number of anthropologists have related to 
literature in their research. Fieldworkers often read fiction set in their fields, by 
local writers, in order to deepen their knowledge about people and places they 
research. Fiction also appears in teaching, on reading lists which suggests that 
the relationship between ethnography and fiction remains in productive ten-
sion. Increasingly, literary and reading communities are the objects of inquiry 
by anthropologists. The notion of world literature, which used to mean master-
pieces from Western Europe, has now been expanded to refer to the circulation 
of literary works in a global or cosmopolitan context. From an anthropological 
point of view, this raises issues of migration, diaspora and postcoloniality, but 
also more generally of literacy, media, and social life. 
 The seminar series was part of the initiative on World Literature by the 
English Department and the Department of Social Anthropology at Stockholm 
University. 
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Senior Research Associate/ARC Disco-
very, School of Archaeology & Anthropo-
logy, Australian National University
‘’Behave or get out’: interactions and 
place-making in the streets of Alice 
Springs’

june 3
Mattias Viktorin, PhD
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘Expressing Siberian Exile: Anthropologi-
cal Emergences in the “Uttermost East”’

january 22
Professor Thomas Faist
University of Bielefeld
‘Social Inequalities: What Role for Trans-
nationality?’

january 22
Workshop: CoHaB, ESR projects
 
Tania González, PhD candidate
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘Re-Doing Family across Borders: Gender, 
Age and Care Practices among Transna-
tional Bolivian Families in Spain’
Tekalign Ayalew, PhD candidate
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘The Role of Diaspora in Ethiopian Trans-
national Migration’
Siri Schwabe, PhD candidate
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘Home Acts – ‘Activist Performance’ and 
Ideas of Home among Young Chileans of 
Palestinian Descent in Santiago (Chile)’

February 5
Professor Maja Povrzanović Frykman
Department of Global Political Studies, 
Malmö University

‘Objects in Migrants’ Transnational Lives: 
When are They “Ethnic”?’

February 12
Professor Gunilla Bjerén
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘Global links. People from Shashemene in 
the outside world’

march 5
Assistant Professor Charlotta Hedberg
Department of Human Geography, 
Stockholm University
‘Making translocal rurality: Transnational 
Thai women brokering the Swedish berry 
industry’

April 9
Éva Sebestyén, guest researcher
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘In search of Mbadja identity in Ovambo 
(Southern Angola): A 21th century 
Mbadja king’s struggles to recreate his 
kingdom’

April 19 
Connecting and contesting in diasporic 
contexts - workshop
Organised by Shahram Khosravi

This half-day workshop organised by the 
Department of Social Anthropology and 
the CoHaB project focused on several 
Middle Eastern diasporic communities. 
Diasporas could be seen as sites of con-
necting and contesting identities. Based 
on ethnographical fieldworks the four 
papers in this workshop will offer dyna-
mic theoretical and empirical contribu-
tions to the field of diaspora studies.

Professor Ghassan Hage
University of Melbourne
‘Vacillation: reflections on the diasporic 
lifeworld’
Professor Annika Rabo
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘“Södertälje is the closest we have to a 
capital”. The production and reproduc-
tion of a Syrian Orthodox diaspora’
Christine Jacobsen
University of Bergen
‘The production of ’illegality’, deporta-
ble subjects and sick bodies: Tunisian 
migration to Marseille after the Jasmine 
Revolution’
Shahram Khosravi
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University 
Behzad Khosravi Noori
University College of Arts, Crafts and 

Transnational migration activities, 
spring 2013
Organised by Erik Olsson and An-
nika Rabo
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Design, Stockholm
‘Representation of homeland in the Isla-
mophobic Iranian cinema in diaspora’

may 7
Juan Velasquez, postdoctoral researcher
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University 
‘Women’s roles in migration and urbani-
zation dynamics in Cochabamba, Bolivia’

may 14
Ayse Caglar, Professor of Culture and 
Social Anthropology
Department of Culture and Social Anth-
ropology, University of Vienna
‘Locating homeland ties in time and 
place and the resilience of Methodologi-
cal Nationalism’

may 21
Ruben Andersson, postdoctoral resear-
cher
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘A game of risk: boat migration and the 
business of bordering Europe’

june 4
Ismintha Waldring and Ali Konyali
Erasmus University, Rotterdam
‘The Fine Art of Boundary Sensitivity’
‘What is the relationship between 
Turkish second generation professional 
success, mobility, and belonging?’

march 7 
Chris Coulter, PhD
Indevelop
‘Gender, krig och demobilisering’

march 21 
Michaela Friberg-Storey
Folke Bernadotteakademin

April 25
Lena Ag
Secretary General of the Kvinna till 
Kvinna Foundation
‘Kvinnor, fred och säkerhet -varför är 
genus centralt för fredsarbete?’

may 27
Professor Fredrik Uggla
Director of the Institute of Latin Ameri-
can Studies, Stockholm University

February 22
Media cluster seminar
Andrew Mitchell, PhD candidate
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘The birth of a sub-discipline or rebirth of 
a discipline? Visual anthropology and its 
implications for anthropological theory 
and praxis’

April 22
Professors K.P. Jayasankar and Anjali 
Monteiro
School of Media and Cultural Studies, 
Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai
‘The Politics of Documentary Film as 
Research Practice’

may 16
Organisation cluster seminar
Melissa Fisher 
‘Wall Street Women and the Organiza-
tion of Market Feminisms: Past, Present 
and Future’
The seminar was arranged in collabora-
tion between the Department of Social 
Anthropology and Score, Stockholm 
University.

may 2-3, 8 
Andrew Mitchell organised and taught 
the introductory workshops at the de-
partment as part of the new Visual Lab.

Renita Thedvall together Jen Sandler 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
organised the Meeting Ethnography 
workshop, in collaboration with Score 
and the Department of Social Anthropo-
logy, Stockholm University.

Invited guests:
Mikael Jungqvist, Study and Career 
Counsellors, Stockholm University
Esse Nilsson, Sida
Peter Green, Swedish Civil Contingencies 
Agency
Rani Kasapi, Riksteatern
Chris Coulter, Indevelop
Anja Norell, Lås Upp

workshop in photography and 
documentary filmmaking

workshop - Ethnographies of Finance, Gender and Power, with melissa Fisher
may 31
The workshop was arranged in collaboration between the Department of Social 
Anthropology and Score, Stockholm University.
 This workshop examined the gendering of finance, from above, below, and 
across borders. Specifically we explore ethnographies of gendered subjects, 
practices and the effects of global finance in the contemporary era of neolibe-
ralism: How can we study gender in finance? What kinds of gendered subjects, 
performances and spaces are produced in sites of global finance: investment 
banks, trading floors, corporate board rooms? What kinds of gendered expe-
riences and ideologies shape financier’s actions? What is the role of gender in 
neoliberal development institutions, such as the World Bank, in which the poor, 
mainly women, are increasingly viewed as the subjects of financial opportuni-
ties? And, what are the effects of micro-finance on poor women’s lives? Does 
the globalization of finance, including the spread of microfinance, create oppor-
tunities for women, or might they exacerbate inequalities of gender, race, class, 
sexuality and nation? Finally, under what circumstances does feminism itself 
get incorporated and mainstreamed into financial institutions? And what kind 
of feminism is this anyway?

Globala Caféet
Seminar series with invited guests
Organised by Erik nilsson

meeting Ethnography
june 13

Arbetsmarknadsdag/Career Day
march 26

Other seminars, spring 2013
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September 9 
Anna Laine, PhD
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘Locating art practice in the Tamil diaspo-
ra – paper: rebellion and responsibility; 
video: making home’
 
September 16
Laurent van Lancker
Freie Universität Berlin, SoundImageCul-
ture, Independent filmmaker
‘Experiencing Cultures: Sensorial strate-
gies in some recent audiovisual works’

September 30
Rebecca Empson, PhD
Department of Anthropology, Univer-
sity College London, guest researcher 
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘On Owning, Loaning, and Temporary 
Possession: Tracing the effects of the 
Mongolian Wolf Economy’

October 7
Ulrik Jennische, PhD candidate
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘Onions, Chiefs, Unions and the Election 
of a President: Marketplace Politics in 
Northern Ghana’

October 9
Professor Mark Nuttall
Department of Anthropology, University 
of Alberta and Greenland Climate Re-
search Centre/University of Greenland
‘“This is not an empty, wild place”: Hu-

man-environment relations and extrac-
tive industries in southwest Greenland’

October 14
Ruben Andersson, postdoctoral resear-
cher
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘Time and the migrant other: tempo-
ralities of border controls at Europe’s 
frontiers’

October 28
Jannete Hentati, PhD candidate
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘Ett didaktiskt drama: Att gestalta rollen 
som lärare i Malmö och Marseille’ 

november 4
Chris Wright, PhD
Department of Anthropology, 
Goldsmiths, University of London 
‘Photography, Magic and Materiality: 
Towards an Anthropology of the Photo-
graphic Image’

november 11
Mark R. Westmoreland, PhD
The American University in Cairo and 
Post-Doctoral Researcher, Department of 
Media Studies, Stockholm University
‘Productive Irritants: Art Praxis in Leba-
non as Alternative Visual Ethnography’

november 18
Lucia King, Artist-Filmmaker, PhD
‘Research-with-practice’ at the Centre 
for Media & Film Studies, School of 

Oriental and African Studies, University 
of London
‘Questioning the terms of ‘research’ in 
relation to anthropological and artistic 
inquiry’

november 25
Degla Salim, PhD candidate
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘”Ska jag gränsa dig?” Det organiserade 
stödets betydelse i svenska gruppverk-
samheter för barn i hushåll med miss-
bruksproblem’

December 2
Mia Forrest, PhD candidate
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘Obesity Expertise: Altering the Body in 
the Age of Lifestyle Disease’

December 9
Martin Saxer, Marie Curie Fellow
Institute of Social and Cultural Anthro-
pology, Ludwig Maximilian University of 
Munich
‘Anthropology’s peripheries – cosmopo-
litans, pathways, and the second life of 
development at the edge of disciplines 
and nation-states’

December 16
Robert Willim, Associate Professor, Artist
Department of Arts and Cultural Sci-
ences, Lund University
‘Working with Art Probes – The Ends and 
Beginnings of Ethnography’

October 8
Anna Lundberg, PhD, Senior Lecturer
Department of Global Political Studies, 
Malmö University
‘Undocumented children’s rights claims. 
A multidisciplinary project on agency 
and contradictions between different 
levels of regulations and practice that 
reveals undocumented children’s human 
rights’

October 29
Suruchi Thapar-Björkert, Associate Pro-
fessor
Department of Government, Uppsala 
University
‘En(gendering) Family Migration to the 
UK and Sweden: Integration, Cohesion or 
Exclusion?’

Research seminars, autumn 2013
Anthropology and Art Practice
Organised by Anna Laine and Shahram Khosravi
Since the Torres Straits expedition in the late nineteenth century, the treatment 
of film and photography in anthropology has followed the idea of the image as 
evidence. During the ‘writing culture critique’, mainstream anthropology conti-
nuously focused on the indexical aspects of photographic images. The expan-
ding interest in sensory qualities of human experience, particularly the inter-
relation between various senses, has provided means for anthropology to leave 
the visualist paradigm behind and approach audio-visual media from a broader 
perspective. Non-documentary aspects of images, such as their capacity to 
interrogate and to lie, have recently been acknowledged and investigated within 
visual anthropology. Ethnographic studies of various photographic practices and 
collaborations with artists have further expanded the field. Simultaneously, cer-
tain contemporary artists engage in ethnographic methods and documentary 
filmmaking. These developments have resulted in an overlap between anthro-
pology and art practice, where boundaries between reality and imagination are 
critically explored.
 The aim of this seminar series was to investigate how direct engagements in 
visuality and materiality during fieldwork can inform theoretical perspectives 
and become means to convey anthropological knowledge. It opens up for for-
mal and ethical discussions of the relation between image-maker, subject and 
viewer during the production process as well as the final presentation. 

CEiFO seminars on transnational 
migration, autumn 2013
Organised by Erik Olsson and 
Ruben Andersson
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november 5
Kerstin B. Andersson, PhD
Uppsala University
‘The Kolkata Intellectuals, Transnationa-
lism and Digital Diasporas’

november 12
Hans Lucht, PhD, Senior Researcher
Danish Institute for International Studies 
and Postdoctoral researcher, Depart-
ment of Anthropology, University of 
Copenhagen
‘Dangerous Crossings: Ghanaians Lost 
and Found on the Mediterranean’

november 19
Eva Evers Rosander, Associate Professor
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University and associate se-
nior researcher, Nordic Africa Institute
‘The Illusio of Marriage: Polygyny for 
Migrants in Senegal and Spain’

november 26 
Alireza Behtoui, Associate Professor
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘The Performance of Early Age Migrants 
in Education and the Labour Market;  A 
comparison of Bosnia Herzegovinians, 
Chileans and Somalis in Sweden’

December 3
Karen Haandrikman, Postdoctoral resear-
cher
Department of Human Geography, 
Stockholm University
‘Migration and partner choice: Trends in 
mixed marriages and the status of Thai 
marriage migrants in Sweden

September 11
Surya by Laurent van Lancker, 2006 (75 
min)

September 18 
To Live with Herds by Judith and David 
MacDougall, 1974 (70 min) 
Le Maitrés Fous (The Mad Masters) by 
Jean Rouch, 1955 (30 min)

September 25
Forest of Bliss by Robert Gardner, 1986 
(90 min) 

October 9
Images of the World and Inscriptions of 
War by Harun Farocki, 1988 (75 min)

October 16
Dark Days by Marc Singer, 2000 (94 min)

October 23
The Lover and the Beloved by Andrew 
Lawrence, 2011 (70 min) 

October 30
Parallax by Arjang Omrani, 2011 (60 min) 

november 6
Other Europe by Rosella Schillaci, 2011 
(75 min)

november 13
Fieldplay. Video Haptic & ASMR by Sara 
Legg, 2012 (23 min)
Telling Stories with Differences by Zineb 
Sedira, 2004 (20 min)

november 20 
Into the field by Alyssa Grossman, 2005 
(28 min)
Hillside Beauties by Julia Kurc, 2008 (30 
min)

September 4
Paolo Graziano, Associate Professor 
Bocconi University
‘Political Consumerism and New Forms 

of Political Participation (with Some 
Evidence from the Italian case)’
The seminar was organised by the 
Organisation Cluster at the Department 
of Social Anthropology, in collaboration 
with Score, Stockholm University.

October 11
Film screening
Screening of Red Ant Dream followed by 
discussion with Sanjay Kak, director.
Organised together with Forum for 
Asian Studies. 

October 14
Sanjay Kak, director
‘Art and Practice of Documentary Film-
making’

October 30
Final discussion
Hans Tunestad, PhD candidate
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
‘The Therapeutization of Work: The 
Psychological Toolbox as Rationalization 
Means during the Third Industrial Revo-
lution in Sweden’
Opponent: Torbjörn Friberg, Malmö 
University

Film series, autumn 2013
Organised by Anna Laine

Other seminars, autumn 2013
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Invited speakers:
Khalid Koser, The Geneva Centre for 
Security Policy, Geneva
Azita Bathaie, LESC, UPO, Paris
Kristian Berg Harpviken, PRIO, Oslo
Giulia Scalettaris, EHESS, Paris

Invited speakers:
Professor Karin Barber
University of Birmingham, UK
Associate Professor Bo G. Ekelund
Stockholm University, Sweden
Professor Marie Gillespie
Open University, UK
Professor Emeritus Ulf Hannerz
Stockholm University, Sweden
Professor Stefan Helgesson
Stockholm University, Sweden
Associate Professor Shahram Khosravi
Stockholm University, Sweden

Inaugural panel:
Kanchan Chandra
New York University, USA
‘The New Indian State’
John Echeverri-Gent
University of Virginia, USA
‘India’s Neoliberal Turn: Do the costs out

Sofi Jansson and Mahmoud Keshavarz, 
Asylgruppen i Malmö
Alessandro Monsutti, Institute of In-
ternational and Development Studies, 
Geneva
Aref Farman

Urban Larssen, PhD
Stockholm University, Sweden
Associate Professor Johan Lindquist
Stockholm University, Sweden
Associate Professor Stuart McLean
University of Minnesota, USA
Adnan Mahmutovic, PhD and Fiction 
writer
Stockholm University, Sweden
Professor Pál Nyíri
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands 

weigh the benefits?’
Alpa Shah
London School of Economics and Politi-
cal Science, UK
‘The Rise and Fall of the Maoist Move-
ment in India’

Christoph Wenzel, Humboldt-Universität 
zu Berlin
Esra Kaytaz, University of Oxford
Wenona Giles, York University
Chona R. Echavez, AREU, Kabul

Anette Nyqvist, PhD
Stockholm University, Sweden
Per Ståhlberg, PhD
Södertörn University, Sweden
Mattias Viktorin, PhD
Stockholm University, Sweden

Several members of the Department of 
Social Anthropology participated in the 
Roundtable.

Bengt G. Karlsson presented the paper
’Democracy in the bush?: Taking Stock of 
the Indian Forest Rights Act of 2006’.
Dolly Kikon presented the paper ‘Hu-
man Rights Exposed: The Political Life 
of Vernacular Human Rights Culture in 
Northeast India’.

migration and displacement in and from Afghanistan
September 20-21
Organised by Shahram Khosravi
Displacement within and from Afghanistan is complex, having various causes and forms. People are forced into displacement 
because of poverty, drought, armed conflict, or a combination of these factors. For many Afghans, displacement has become 
protracted. Three decades of foreign occupation, civil war, and disastrous environmental degradation have resulted in the de-
struction of infrastructure, the educational system, agriculture, and industry. Due to increasing insecurity and armed conflict 
along with drought in much of the country, expecting durable solutions to forced displacement in the foreseeable future is 
unlikely. Forced displacement is usually the pivotal issue for peace processes and political stability. The invited scholars have 
been researching on this issue for several years. The aim of the conference was to bring together researchers with an interest 
in Afghanistan and its diaspora for exchanging ideas and networking.

9th Stockholm Anthropology Roundtable 
Reading and writing across Borders: Fiction and Reportage in a mobile world
October 4-6 
Organised by Helena wulff
Reading and writing, both fiction and reportage, across borders are expanding and increasingly diverse activities that impact 
on academic, cultural as well as political debate. Not only reportage, but also fiction, turns out to be the source of much un-
derstanding about a mobile world. This circumstance accentuates the importance of exploring in great detail the processes 
of writing, publishing and reading across borders. Home audiences, diaspora audiences and global audiences are different, 
and may be reached through different writing and publishing strategies. What are the topics that make it across borders? 
How do publishing markets operate? The role of translations is also very important here – at present these can be under-
stood to channel transnational cultural flow very unevenly and unequally. The Roundtable was of significance to anthropolo-
gies of literature and journalism, and to literary theory as well as to diaspora studies.   

‘neoliberal Development and indian Democracy: The Politics of Rights, Rebellions and Reforms’
October 10-12
Bengt G. Karlsson organised the conference together with Henrik Berglund, Forum for Asian Studies, Stockholm university 
and Sanjib Baruah, Bard College, uSA
 The conference brought together analysts whose research throws light on aspects of India’s encounter with neo-libera-
lism. There were political-economic, sociological and ethnographic explorations of the following themes of rights, rebellion, 
dispossession and the reconceptualization of the state.
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Presenters:
Dr Andrew Burridge
Deptartment of Geography, University 
of Exeter
Dr Nicholas de Genova
Department of Geography, King’s Col-
lege (London)
Dr Karolina Follis
Security Lancaster, Lancaster University
Professor Sarah Green
Department of Anthropology, University 
of Helsinki/Manchester
Dr Barak Kalir
Department of Sociology and Anthropo-
logy, University of Amsterdam
Dr Magdalena Kmak
Erik Castrén Institute of International 
Law and Human Rights, University of 
Helsinki
Dr Polly Pallister-Wilkins
Department of Political Science, Univer-
sity of Amsterdam
Dr Gilberto Rosas
Department of Anthropology, University 
of Illinois
Dr Harel Shapira
Department of Sociology, University of 
Texas (Austin)
Professor William Walters
Departments of Political Science and 
Sociology/Anthropology, Carleton Uni-
versity (Canada)
Dr Johan Lindquist
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University
Dr Ruben Andersson
Department of Social Anthropology, 
Stockholm University

workshop on ethnographies of border controls
December 5-6
international workshop organised by Shahram Khosravi and Ruben Andersson
A growing body of interdisciplinary work on the bordering of Europe has emerged in recent years in relation to one of the 
main catalysts for the accelerating fortification of the frontiers: the irregular migrant. Ethnographically informed work has 
much to contribute to these interdisciplinary debates – not least in questioning their parameters.
 Pioneering studies are doing precisely that, focusing on issues such as the socio-legal production of illegality (de Genova 
2002), the transnational formation of migration policy (Feldman 2012), the politics of refugee encampment (Agier 2011), the 
‘biopolitics of otherness’ (Fassin 2001) and the embodied experiences of border controls (Coutin 2005; Khosravi 2010; Willen 
2007). This workshop seeks to consolidate the existing ethnographic findings on the European border regime while map-
ping out future terrains of exploration, with a view towards a broader comparative perspective on contemporary bordering 
processes. Taking the cue from the fine-grained material approach to the power dynamics at the border proposed by William 
Walters (‘viapolitics’: Walters 2012) and Didier Bigo (2010), the workshop seeks to explore concrete aspects of the border 
regime, ranging from humanitarian mechanisms and the defence industry’s laboratories to the vehicles used in human 
smuggling and the surveillance and policing technologies that facilitate the scanning of these vehicles. The aim is to provide 
complex ethnographic roadmaps for what is still a little-explored field – that is, the concrete means (vehicles, roads, machi-
nery, manpower) by which Europe’s border regime is constituted. It is hoped that this focus on the materialities of the border 
can contribute with new ethnographic frames on migration in which the views from the ‘top’ of policing and politics may be 
combined with the views from ‘below’ – that is, from the perspective of migrants traversing time-spaces of control, whether 
in Europe or in other regions with similar bordering dynamics.
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4S - Society for Social Study of Science
Lotta Björklund Larsen presented the 
paper ‘Value, Practice and the Tax Dyna-
mic: The Economization of Society at the 
Swedish Tax Agency’ at 4S - Society for 
Social Study of Science Annual Confe-
rence, San Diego, October 9-12.

ABSRC (Advances in Business-Related 
Scientific Research Conference)
Christina Garsten and Renita Thedvall 
participated in the conference and 
presented the co-authored paper ‘Free 
Commodity Exchange: Skype, Spotify 
and the complexity of Market Relations’, 
Venice, Italy, March 20-22.

African Studies Association Annual 
meeting
Sadia Hassanen together with Karen Ha-
andrikman presented the paper ‘Onward 
migration of African migrants in Swe-
den: The role of the migration history 
and experiences in the host country’, 
Baltimore, November 21-24.

American Anthropological Association
Annual conference, Future Publics, Cur-
rent Engagements, Chicago, November 
20-24
Christina Garsten presented the paper 
‘Thin data, thick nets: Calculations and 
policy advocacy in think tanks’ in the 
session ‘Called to Order: Classification, 
Enumeration, and the Work of Policy’ 
(organised by Cris Shore and Renita 
Thedvall). 
Christina Garsten chaired the session 
‘Doing Ethnography in Policy Arenas, 
Corporate Corridors and Other Complex 
Organizational Settings’. 
ulf Hannerz presented the paper ‘Being 
There – When? For Whom?’ in the 
session ‘Ethnography and Journalism: 
Shared Ideals, New Formats’.
Hege Høyer Leivestad presented the 
paper ‘Mobility Keyword: Motility’ in the 
panel ‘Critical Anthropological Engage-
ments with Mobility’ organised by Noel 
Salazar and Kiran Jayaram. 
monica Lindh de montoya presented 
the paper ‘Reconstruction in Post War 
Bosnia: Rebuilding House and Home’ in 
the session ‘Topics in Economic Anthro-
pology 2: New and Emerging Markets, 
Social Relations and Inequality’.
Anette nyqvist was organiser and 
presented the paper ‘Doing ethnography 

in policy arenas and other complex set-
tings’.
Renita Thedvall presented the paper 
‘Engaging in classifications and standar-
dizations: Lean Public Management in 
Public Preschools and the Social Insuran-
ce Agency in Sweden’, prepared together 
with Kristina Tamm Hallström, Stock-
holm School of Economics in the panel 
‘Called to Order: Classification, Enumera-
tion and the Work of Policy’ organised by 
Cris Shore, University of Auckland, and 
Renita Thedvall.
Helena wulff organised with Deborah 
Reed-Danahay the Executive session 
‘Storytelling Engagements’ and presen-
ted the paper ‘One Story, Many Engage-
ments’. 

American Comparative Literature As-
sociation, university of Toronto
Helena wulff presented the paper ‘The 
View from Above: Rendering Invisible 
Connections in New York Visible’ at the 
seminar ‘Locating the Invisible City’, April 
4-7.   

Arkitekter utan Gränser
Gudrun Dahl spoke about development 
discourse’s buzzwords at Arkitekter utan 
gränsers annual meeting, March 9.
Gudrun Dahl participated in a panel de-
bate organised by Sweco and Arkitekter 
utan gränser about different experiences 
of how cultural differences can be seen 
as a resource and development poten-
tial, May 7.

CoHaB conference
Erik Olsson was panellist and chaired 
‘(Re-)Negotiating Exile’, keynote ses-
sion with Pnina Werbner, at “Diasporic 
Constructions on Home and Belonging”, 
CoHaB conference, University of Müns-
ter, September 22-24.

Congress of the German Association of 
Ethnologists
Asta Vonderau was convenor of the pa-
nel ‘Krise begreifen. Über Europäisierung, 
Alltagsökonomie und den Umgang mit 
Dingen’ and presented the paper ‘Die 
Schatten der Transparenz: Europäi-
sierung, Standardidierung und ungehor-
same Märkte an den Rändern Europas’, 
Nürnberg, September 25-28. 

Critical Geography and Visual metho-
dology ii
juan Velasquez presented ‘Video eth-
nographies of barrio-women’s insurgent 
citizenship and planning’ at the 5th 
Nordic Geographers’ Meeting, Critical 
Geography and Visual Methodology II, 
Reykjavík, Iceland, June 11-14.

CSO (Centre des Etudes des Organisa-
tions), CnRS
Christina Garsten participated in the 
workshop ‘Expert Society and Orga-
nization of Knowledge’ at CSO, and 
presented the paper ‘Think tanks and 
the Organization of Knowledge’. The 
workshop was organised jointly by Score 
and CSO, Olivier Borraz, Staffan Furusten 
and Christina Garsten, in the framework 
of the STINT programme ‘Processes of 
organizing: the shaping and reshaping 
of control, knowledge and agency’, Paris, 
September 19-20.

Cultures of Disaster
Susann ullberg presented the paper 
‘Material Matters in Disaster’, University 
of Oslo, Norway, November 6-8.  

EASA Anthropology and mobility net-
work workshop: Fielding challenges, 
challenging the field: The methodolo-
gies of mobility
Hege Høyer Leivestad presented the 
paper ‘Materiality of Mobility: metho-
dology on Wheels’, University of Oxford, 
Kellogg College, September 27-28. 

eLearning Africa 2013
Paula uimonen presented the paper ‘Di-
gital learning and partial inclusion. Art, 
culture and digital media in Tanzania’, 
Windhoek, Namibia, May 29-31.

ESSEC Asia Pacific
Christina Garsten participated in the 
conference ‘Globalization and The 
Return Of Geography’ and presented her 
paper ‘Fashioning global markets: Think 
tanks as mediators in global governance’, 
ESSEC, Singapore, February 21-22.
European Commission, LOCALiSE
Christina Garsten participated as 
National Coordinator in the Midterm 
Workshop of the project LOCALISE: 
Local worlds of social cohesion, funded 
by the European Commission FP6, and 
presented the paper ‘Individualisation 

Conferences and workshops 
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The Kerala Backwaters, 
india. 
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and Impact’, co-authored with Kerstin 
Jacobsson, University of Gothenburg and 
Score, Brussels, February 28-March 1.  
Christina Garsten organised and partici-
pated as National Coordinator in the 3rd 
Progress Meeting of the project LOCA-
LISE: Local worlds of social cohesion, fun-
ded by the European Commission FP6, 
Stockholm University, September 2-3. 

European Conference on African Studies 
(ECAS 5)
Gunilla Bjerén participated in the panel 
‘The ’silent revolution’?: the feminization 
of the labour force and gender dyna-
mics in Africa’ and presented the paper 
‘Housewife, farmer, and trader. Women’s 
livelihoods in urban Ethiopia’, Lisbon, 
June 27-29.

European university institute in colla-
boration with mersin university
The Fourteenth Mediterranean Research 
Meeting 
Annika Rabo presented the paper ‘Equal 
and different in the eyes of (family) law 
or equally differently Syrian? ‘Minority 
politics’ and ‘secularism’ in pre-2012 Sy-
ria’ in the workshop Secularism and the 
minority question across the Mediterra-
nean, March 20-23.

Govemark
4th Govemark workshop, ‘Political 
Affairs: Bridging Markets and Politics’, 
Copenhagen Business School, Depart-
ment of Intercultural Communication 
and Management Copenhagen, Den-
mark, October, 10-11
Christina Garsten organised with 
Adrienne Sörbom, Score, and Mikkel 
Flyverbom, CBS, the 4th Govemark net-
work workshop ‘Political Affairs: Bridging 
Markets and Politics’, and presented with 
Adrienne Sörbom the co-authored paper 
‘His Master’s Voice? The Role of Business 
in the World Economic Forum’.
Anette nyqvist presented the paper 
‘Talking like an institutional investor. On 
the gentle voice of financial giants’.
Renita Thedvall presented the paper 
‘Political Chocolate. Branding it fairtrade’.

HEC Paris
Christina Garsten participated in the 
3rd ‘Global Conference on Transparency 
Research’ and gave the introductory 
keynote: ‘Hall of mirrors: Transparency as 
a mode of governance’. With Mikkel Fly-
verbom, CBS, she also presented the co-
authored paper ‘The sway of (big) data: 
Corporate advocacy and governance in 
the name of transparency’ in the panel 
‘Critical Transparency: Practices’, Paris, 

October 24-26. 

iASA (international American Studies 
Association)
Christina Garsten participated in the 
IASA 6th World Congress ‘Oceans Apart: 
In Search of New Wor(l)ds’ and gave the 
paper ‘Mirroring the world: On think 
tanks in the U.S. and Sweden’ in the 
panel ‘Zones of Discomfort: A Different 
(and Anthropological) Take on Closeness 
and Distance’ organised by Virginia R. 
Dominguez, Szczezcin, Poland, August 
3-6. 

iCTD 2013
Paula uimonen organised the panel 
‘Writing books in ICT4D research – why 
and how?’, Cape Town, South Africa, 
December 1-10.

imiSCOE 10th Annual Conference
Crisis and Migration – Perceptions, Chal-
lenges and Consequences
August 25-27, Malmö, Sweden
Tekalign Ayalew presented the paper 
‘Ethiopian transnational migration to 
Scandinavia’ and co-organised and chai-
red the workshop ‘Transmig: Everyday 
Experiences of Crisis in Transnational 
and Diasporic Contexts’.
Alireza Bethoui presented the paper 
‘The “in-between” generation, early-age 
migrants from Somalia, Chile and Bos-
nia- Herzegovina in Sweden’.
Tania González presented the paper 
‘Re-Doing Family across Borders: Gender, 
Age and Care Practices among Bolivian 
Transnational Families in Spain’ and 
co-organised and chaired the workshop 
‘Transmig: Everyday Experiences of Crisis 
in Transnational and Diasporic Contexts’.
Erik Olsson was convenor of the work-
shop ‘Transmig: Everyday experiences 
of crisis in transnational and diasporic 
contexts’.
Siri Schwabe presented the paper ‘Home 
Acts: Transnational Activism and Notions 
of Home among Palestinians in Santiago 
de Chile’ and co-organised and chaired 
the workshop ‘Transmig: Everyday Ex-
periences of Crisis in Transnational and 
Diasporic Contexts’.

international Society for Ethnology and 
Folklore (SiEF) congress
Asta Vonderau was convenor of the pa-
nel ‘The Parliament of Crisis: The Saving 
of European Markets and its Effects’ and 
presented the paper ‘The shadows of 
Transparency: Crisis Policies and Disobe-
dient Markets on the Margins of Europe’, 
Tartu, June 30-July 4.

international union of Anthropological 
and Ethnological Sciences
Shahram Khosravi participated in the 
plenary debate ‘The free movement 
of people around the world would be 
utopian’ at the World Congress of the 
International Union of Anthropological 
and Ethnological Sciences, Manchester, 
UK, August 5-10. 

iPA (interpretive Policy Analysis)
Christina Garsten participated in the 
‘8th International Interpretive Policy 
Analysis Conference Societies in Conflict: 
Experts, Publics and Democracy’ and 
presented with Adrienne Sörbom, Score 
and Södertörn University, the co-autho-
red paper ‘Policy brokers in partially orga-
nized fields: The case of World Economic 
Forum’ in the panel ‘International Think 
Tanks: Organizing Transfers and Multi-
Dimensional Consultation’, organised 
by Frank Fischer, David Miller and Dieter 
Plehwe, Vienna, Austria, June 3-5.

iSA (international Studies Association)
Christina Garsten participated in the ISA 
conference ‘The Politics of International 
Diffusion: Regional and Global Dimen-
sion’ and presented with Mikkel Flyver-
bom, CBS, the co-authored paper ‘The 
sway of (big) data – calculations and 
advocacy in the name of transparency’, 
San Francisco, USA, April 3-6.

Lebanese American university
Annika Rabo participated in a confe-
rence on the professional development 
for teachers and made the presentation 
‘The Teaching of Social Studies. The Fu-
ture Citizens of the World’, March 2.

Linköping university
Shahram Khosravi participated in Barn, 
migration och gränser, May 30.

max Planck institute for Social Anthro-
pology 
Teaching Legal Anthropology. Aims and 
constraints in a changing academic 
climate in Europe 
Annika Rabo presented the paper ‘Snea-
king legal anthropology into kinship and 
religion’, November 27-28.

middle East Studies Association 
Shahram Khosravi presented the paper 
‘Arazel Owbash: Stigmatizing Young Men 
as Polluted and Polluting’ at the annual 
meeting of the Middle East Studies Asso-
ciation (MESA), New Orleans, Louisiana, 
USA, October 10-14.
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mid university 
Susann ullberg held the keynote lecture 
‘Minneslandskapets ojämna terräng: 
Översvämningar i Argentina, sårbarhet 
och resiliens’ at the student conference 
‘Naturolyckor’ organised by Risk and 
Crisis Research Centre, Mid University, 
Sweden, November 29.

national university of ireland, may-
nooth, nuim
Christina Garsten participated and pre-
sented a paper in the workshop ‘Bodies 
of Evidence’, December 10.

national university of Singapore
Asia Research Institute
johan Lindquist co-organised with Xiang 
Biao and Brenda Yeoh ‘Migration In-
frastructure in Asia and the Middle East’, 
August 22-23.

nFF nordic Academy of management 
conference
Reykjavik, Iceland, August 21-23
Christina Garsten and Anette nyqvist 
presented the co-authored paper 
‘Formality in brackets: Ethnographies of 
staged organizational worlds’, in the ses-
sion ‘Writing novelty, novelty in writing: 
Reflecting and performing new ways of 
writing research’.
Renita Thedvall prepared the paper ‘In 
Search for Empowerment. A Qualitative 
Study of a State Agency and a Municipal 
District Introducing Lean’ together with 
Kristina Tamm Hallström, Stockholm 
School of Economics, which Kristina 
Tamm Hallström presented at the panel 
‘After NPM’ organised by Barbara Czar-
niawska, Kajsa Lindberg, Rolf Solli all 
University of Gothenburg.

nordic STS Conference
Lotta Björklund Larsen presented the 
paper ‘X %.The Birth of a Number at the 
Swedish Tax Agency’s Random Audit 
Control’ at the First Nordic STS Confe-
rence, Trondheim, April 24-26.

nRC (norwegian Research Council)
Christina Garsten participated in the 
conference ‘Samfunnsutviklingens kultu-
relle forutsetninger’ (Cultural Conditions 
Underlying Social Change) and gave the 
presentation ‘Exploring Culture in the 
Swirl of Global Organizations: Challenges 
and Opportunities’ in the session ‘Glo-
baliseringshistorie og kulturforskningens 
relevans’ (The History of Globalization 
and the Relevance of Cultural Research), 
Oslo, October 22.

Organizing management Accounting & 
Control (OmAC)
Renita Thedvall presented the paper 
‘Managing preschool the Lean way. An 
industrial management model enters 
childcare’ at the workshop ‘Organizing 
Management Accounting & Control 
(OMAC)’ organised by Mikael Holmgren, 
Stockholm University, Maria Mårtensson, 
Stockholm University and Kristina Tamm 
Hallström, Stockholm School of Econo-
mics, Hässelby, February 21-22.

Reunión de Antropología de mercosur 
in Córdoba
Susann ullberg co-convened working 
group 26 ‘Las situaciones de crisis y la 
producción de lugares, corporalidades 
y artefactos’ and presented the paper 
‘Asuntos Hídricos: Inundaciones y la 
Lógica de Omisión en la Burocracia San-
tafesina’, Argentina, July 10-13.

SAnT 
Anthropological Engagements, The An-
nual Conference of the Anthropological 
Association of Sweden (SANT)
Department of Cultural Anthropology 
and Ethnology, Uppsala University, April 
26-28
Ruben Andersson presented the paper 
‘Anthropology unfenced: borderline eth-
nography in Europe’s illegality industry’.
Gudrun Dahl organised the panel ‘Ethics 
and Moralities in Environmental Work’ 
and presented the paper ‘Constraints on 
collective accountability and moral self-
representation’.
Bengt G. Karlsson presented a paper in 
the panel ‘Indigenous Futures’. 
Shahram Khosravi participated in the 
roundtable on ’Anthropological Engage-
ments’.
Andrew mitchell presented his doctoral 
project ‘The Scandinavian Wolf’. 
Andrew mitchell chaired panel 4D, film 
session and introduced and screened the 
film ‘Sweet Grass’.
Susann ullberg presented the paper 
‘The moral life of forests in Argentina’ in 
the panel ‘Ethics and the Environment: 
anthropological perspectives’. 
juan Velasquez presented ‘Citizen parti-
cipation and women’s power in Vene-
zuelan Social Battle Rooms’ in panel 4B 
‘Municipal Ethnography: Citizen Partici-
pation and Local Democracy’.
juan Velasquez presented ‘Förortskvin-
nors folkliga- socialism och feminism 
i Venezuelas urbana revolution’, paper 
session ’Genus, plats och engagemang’.

Skandulvmötet
Andrew mitchell presented his doctoral 

project ‘The Scandinavian Wolf’ at the 
annual Skandulvmötet conference, a 
network of wolf-people composed of 
researchers, government organisations 
and conservation organisations, Frii-
berghs herrgård, November 25-28.

Social Studies of Finance at nySE
Anette nyqvist presented ‘Handling 
“shit” in the Portfolio. On the responsible 
and caring financial practices of institu-
tional investors’, New York, USA, August 
9.

Stanford university
Far From The Nation: Close To The State: 
Hazy Sovereignty And Anxious Citizen-
ship In India’s Northeast, March 14-15
Bengt G. Karlsson gave the keynote 
lecture at the conference at the Centre 
for South Asia. 
Dolly Kikon presented the paper ‘Hard-
ship and Sacrificial Love in the Foothills’ 
and organised the workshop ‘Far from 
the Nation: Close to the State. Hazy 
Sovereignty and Anxious Citizenship in 
India’s Northeast’.
2nd Annual South Asia by the Bay Gra-
duate Student Conference
Dolly Kikon presented the paper ‘Pure 
Love: The Politics of Ethnic Purity 
& Transgressions in the Foothills of 
Northeast India’ and organised the panel 
‘Political Love’.

Stockholm university
Helena wulff presented the paper 
‘Diaspora Daughter: Home and Transna-
tional Movement in Fruit of the Lemon 
by Andrea Levy’ at the symposium on 
‘Instituting Literature: writing between 
singularity and transnational system’, 
June 13-14.   

Swedish Society for Anthropology and 
Geography
Helena wulff presented the paper 
‘Moving through the Senses: Well-Being 
in and beyond Dance’ at the Swedish 
Society for Anthropology and Geography 
(SSAG) symposium on ‘Anthropology 
and Well-Being’ in honour of Paul Stoller, 
April 24.

The Fiscal State and Social Citizenship – 
Theorizing taxation from socio-cultural 
perspectives
Lotta Björklund Larsen presented the 
paper ‘Legitimate praxis at the Swedish 
Tax Agency’ at the co-organised work-
shop ‘The Fiscal State and Social Citizen-
ship – Theorizing taxation from socio-
cultural perspectives’ with Professor Åsa 
Gunnarsson, Forum for legal studies, 
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Umeå University (funded by Riksbankens 
Jubileumsfond), March 14-15.

The ii European Geographies of Sexuali-
ties Conference
mark Graham presented the paper 
’Material Hegemonies: Queering our 
relationships to things and the environ-
ment’, Lisbon, September 5-8. 

university of California, Santa Cruz
Dolly Kikon presented the paper ‘Seaso-
nal friendships: An Ethnography of Coal 
Traders in the Foothills of Northeast 
India’ at the ‘Ethnographic Engagements 
Workshop’, Department of Anthropo-
logy, University of California, Santa Cruz.

university of Heidelberg
Lotta Björklund Larsen was invited to 
present ‘Fiscality as a social relation. 
Collecting and cheating with tax in 
contemporary Sweden’ at the workshop 
‘Modern Gift Exchange’, Germany, July 
13-14.

university of Vienna
Department of Social and Cultural Anth-
ropology
ulf Hannerz gave the lecture “The Faces 
of Cosmopolitanism” at the symposium 
‘One World is Not Enough - Attempts in 
Cosmopolitan Anthropology’ in celebra-
tion of Professor Thomas Fillitz’ 60th 
birthday, September 26. 
Helena wulff presented the paper 
‘Cosmopolitan Creativity’ at symposium 
‘One World is not Enough - Attempt in 
Cosmopolitan Anthropology’ on the oc-
casion of Thomas Fillitz’ 60th Birthday, 
September 26. 
Institute for Social Anthropology and 
Phonogrammarchiv, Austrian Academy 
of Sciences, Department of South Asian, 
Tibetan, and Buddhist Studies, Univer-
sity of Vienna, and the Indian Embassy 
in Vienna
Negotiating Ethnicity – Politics and Dis-
play of Cultural Identities in Northeast 
India, July 4-7
Bengt G. Karlsson made the closing 
remarks at the international conference.
Dolly Kikon presented the paper ‘Land 
Labor and the Construction of Family 
Ties in the Foothills of Northeast India’.

uppsala university 
Gudrun Dahl presented the project 
‘Moralising Arguments in Environmental 
Work’ at the conference ‘The Intersec-
tion of Society and Nature in Sustainabi-
lity Research’, October 1-3. 

Department of Archaeology and Ancient 
History
Gudrun Dahl spoke about ‘Exploiting 
Eden: Land use and the discourses of 
modernization in Isiolo District, Kenya’ at 
the symposium ‘Historical and Political 
Ecology of Land and Water in Eastern 
Africa’, November 22.

wSiS Forum 2013
Paula uimonen organised the panel 
‘Academic Insights in WSIS Review’, Ge-
neva, Switzerland, May 13-17.
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The crowd goes wild for Arab Idol winner Mohammed Assaf 
at Club Palestino, Santiago, Chile. Photo: Siri Schwabe

A road covered in snow in Västmanland, from left to right: 
wolf, human and fox tracks. Photo: Andrew Mitchell

On fieldwork in the Swedish forests with a campsite in the 
background. Photo: Degla Salim

A store in Usera, Madrid where many Bolivian and other La-
tinamerican migrants live, offering different kind of delivery 
services to Bolivia. Photo: Tania González



Berghs School of Communication
Raoul Galli gave the lecture ‘Konkur-
rerande hierarkier i reklamvärlden’, 
December 10.

Christian michelesen institute
Bengt G. Karlsson gave a talk at the 
seminar on ’Land Rights and Inclusive 
Development in India’, Bergen, October 
8.
Dolly Kikon presented the paper ‘Coal 
Tales from Northeast India’ at the inter-
national seminar on ‘Land Rights and 
Inclusive Development in India’, October 
8.

Förbundet Humanisternas konferens
Karin norman presented the paper 
’Antropologiska perspektiv på ritual’, ABF, 
Stockholm, October 26.

Goldsmiths, university of London 
Department of Anthropology
Ruben Andersson presented the paper 
‘Captive subjects: time-spaces of illegal-
ity on Europe’s southern fringes’, in the 
College migration seminar series, June.

indian institute of Technology (iiT)
Department of Humanities and Social 
Sciences
Dolly Kikon presented the paper ‘Diffi-
cult Loves: Hardship and Sacrifice in the 
Foothills of Northeast India’ at the Grad-
uate Seminar Series, Guwahati, Assam.

institute for Future Studies
Shahram Khosravi presented the paper 
‘Integration’ and participated in a panel 
discussion in the seminar ‘Waiting for 
integration’, February 5.

international Summer School “Cultures, 
migrations, Borders”
Shahram Khosravi taught at the sum-
mer school organised by the University 
of the Aegean and University of Amster-
dam, Plomari, Lesvos island, Greece, July 
3-14.

johannes Gutenberg university mainz
Asta Vonderau taught ‘Digital Worlds: 
Anthropological Approaches to the Inter-
net’ (master seminar and tutorial).
Asta Vonderau taught ‘Anthropology of 
the Contemporary. How to Study Control 
and Regulation Mechanisms?’ (master 
seminar).

Asta Vonderau gave lectures on ‘Gender 
and Discourse Analysis’ within the lec-
ture series ‘Theories of the Theatre, Film 
and Cultural Studies’ (BA).

Linköping university
Antroforum
Lotta Björklund Larsen gave the seminar 
‘Fiscality as a social relation. Collecting 
and cheating with tax in contemporary 
Sweden’, August 29.
Department of Management and Engi-
neering
Lotta Björklund Larsen gave the guest 
lecture ‘Svarta köp och vita samveten. 
Att rättfärdiga köp av svart arbete’, 
March 8.
Tema T
Lotta Björklund Larsen taught ‘Den kval-
itativa intervjun som forskningsmetod’, 
PhD candidate course, December.
Lotta Björklund Larsen was assistant 
supervisor for PhD students Maria Eiden-
skog and Johan Nilsson.
Value S
Lotta Björklund Larsen gave the sem-
inar ‘“Common sense” at the Swedish 
Tax Agency. Transactional dimensions 
separating taxable and tax-free income’, 
November 6.

mångkulturellt centrum, Botkyrka
Raoul Galli gave the lecture ‘Minoriteter 
i svensk reklam’, November 14.

national university of Singapore
Asia Research Institute
johan Lindquist participated in a round-
table discussion on the book Figures of 
Southeast Asian Modernity with Jerome 
Whitington and Dr Syed Muhd Khairudin 
Aljunied, April 29.
johan Lindquist gave the research semi-
nar ‘Conceptualizing Indonesian Migra-
tion: Labor Recruitment, Neoliberalism, 
and Neopatrimonialism in a Changing 
Landscape’, June 13.

Princeton university, Princeton, uSA
Department of Anthropology
ulf Hannerz gave the lecture ‘Encoun-
ters in Sweden: Auto-ethnographic 
Reflections on Small-country Structures 
and Sensibilities’ on November 13, and 
met with the department’s graduate 
students at a “brown bag lunch” event 
on November 14, in which Helena wulff 
also participated. 

Research School for Swedish Anthropol-
ogy (RESA)
Bengt G. Karlsson was initiative taker 
to the newly started RESA with the aim 
to develop joint PhD courses between 
the main anthropological departments 
in Sweden. He also organised the first 
course on Ethnographic Research Meth-
ods in October 2013.

Skatteakademin
Lotta Björklund Larsen presented the 
project ’Den svenska beskattningsdy-
namiken. Värderingar och praktiker på 
Skatteverket och samhällets ekonomiser-
ing’, March 5.

Skatteverket
Lotta Björklund Larsen taught ‘Sam-
hällsvetenskaplig verktygslåda. Kvalita-
tiva forskningsansatser i Skatteverkets 
analysarbete’, a commissioned course 
for Skatteverket, analysavdelningen. De-
veloped and performed in collaboration 
with Karin Thoresson, VTI. January, May 
and September.

Stockholm university
Raoul Galli gave the lecture ‘“Kreativitet 
på gränsen till magi” – Reklameliten 
vässar maktens kommunikation’ at For-
skardagarna, October 2.
jannete Hentati and Karin norman gave 
the seminar ‘Människor och mångfald 
i en globaliserad värld’ at Öppet Hus 
(Open Day), March 13.
Centre for Social Research on Alcohol 
and Drugs (SoRAD)
Degla Salim presented ‘Stödverksam-
het, E-stöd och arbetet med barnen till 
substansmissbrukande vårdnadshavare’, 
March 14.
Department of Advertising and Public 
Relations
Raoul Galli lectured, held workshops and 
examined students, January-March.
Department of Child and Youth Studies
The Centre for the Studies of Children’s 
Culture
Karin norman has held lectures about 
the anthropology of childhood and 
supervised in the interdisciplinary course 
‘Barnets rättigheter som tvärveten-
skapligt område’ for master and PhD 
students, autumn 2013.
Department of History
Helena wulff gav the lecture ‘Dans och 
kultur på Irland: En socialantropologisk 

Lectures, seminars, teaching
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studie om minne och modernitet’ at the 
Program in Cultural Studies, January 28 
and September 24.
Department of Human Geography
juan Velasquez held the lecture ‘Gender 
and planning in Latin American Cities’ on 
the Master course ‘Challenges of Plan-
ning in the Global South− Focus Africa’, 
March 11.
juan Velasquez gave the seminar ‘Gen-
der and planning’ at the Master course 
‘Challenges of Planning in the Global 
South− Focus Africa’, March 13.
Department of Philosophy 
Gunilla Bjerén held regular lectures in 
the core course in research methodol-
ogy and three lectures on qualitative 
research methodology during the year. 
Department of Physical Geography and 
Quaternary Geology
Susann ullberg gave the guest lecture 
‘Minneslandskapets ojämna terräng: 
katastrofala översvämningar, sårbarhet 
och resiliens i Argentina’ at the course 
‘Geomorfologiska processer’, December 
16.
School of Business
Christina Garsten gave a seminar on 
the topic ‘Tankesmedjan som spegel för 
forskningens villkor’ (The think tank as a 
mirror for contemporary conditions of 
research) in the seminar series ‘Forsknin-
gens framtid’ (The Future of Research), 
September 5.
Score
Anette nyqvist made a presentation on 
her forthcoming monograph on institu-
tional owners, June 13.
Kristina Tamm-Hallström and Renita 
Thedvall gave the seminar ‘In search for 
empowerment’, September 26.

Swedish national Defence College
Susann ullberg coordinated and taught 
at the basic level course ‘Societal securi-
ty’ (5 credits), January.
Susann ullberg coordinated and taught 
at the basic level course ‘Preparing deci-
sion making in crisis’ (2 credits), January.

Swedish university for Agricultural 
Sciences
Department of Ecology
Andrew mitchell presented his doctoral 
project ‘The Scandinavian Wolf’ at the 
Grimsö Research Station, December 12.

Södertörn university
Alireza Bethoui was lecturer in Kvantita-
tiv metod.
Alireza Bethoui was lecturer in Quan-
titative research methods: regression 
analyses.
Shahram Khosravi gave the lecture ‘Mi-

grationens ansikten’, May 15.
Department of Media and Communica-
tion Studies
Raoul Galli presented the seminar ‘Makt 
och mening bland kreatörer och strate-
ger’, April 30.

universidad Autónoma de madrid
Ruben Andersson presented the paper 
‘Europe’s response to African mobility 
seen through the concept of risk, Jorna-
das sobre el Sahel’, September.

university of Bern, Switzerland
Institute of Social Anthropology and the 
Center for Global Studies
Helena wulff lectured on ‘Cosmopolitan 
Creativity’ and ulf Hannerz on ‘The Fac-
es of Cosmopolitanism’ at the workshop 
‘Reconsidering Cosmopolitanism’ and 
participated in a discussion session with 
faculty and graduate students, October 
24-25.

uppsala university
Centre for Sustainable Development 
(CSD)
Andrew mitchell presented the lecture 
‘The Scandinavian wolf’ to students at 
CSD, November 14.
Department of Informatics and Media
Raoul Galli gave the seminar ‘Field, Cap-
ital, and Habitus: Tools for Constructing 
a Representation and Explanation of the 
Stockholm Advertising World’, December 
5.

world Learning – School for interna-
tional Training (SiT)
Daniel Escobar López was guest lecturer 
at the seminar ‘Tourism, Culture and 
Gender in Andean populations’, Cusco, 
Peru, October 8.
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Bangalore, Karnataka, India (and below). Photos: Andrzej Markiewicz



ABF Stockholm
Shahram Khosravi participated in the 
panel discussion ‘REVA, Politiker, poliser 
och papperslösa’, March 11.
Shahram Khosravi participated in the 
panel discussion ‘Öppna gränser’, August 
17.
juan Velasquez was commentator on 
the presentation ‘Kvinnorörelser och 
feminismer i Latinamerika’, March 3. 
juan Velasquez presented ‘Venezuela ef-
ter Chávez, Hur påverkas Latinamerika?’, 
October 2.

Action Aid
Dolly Kikon was trainer of research 
methodology and ethnographic survey 
for Action Aid Guwahati regional office 
(Assam, India).

Associacion Hispano nórdico (AHn)
Erik Olsson gave the lecture ‘Forme-
ringen av det svenska i Spanien’ for AHN, 
Marbella, Spain, March 5.
Erik Olsson gave the lecture ‘Formering-
en av en svensk gemenskap i Spanien’ for 
AHN, Fuengirola, Spain, October 16.

Assyrier utan Gränser
Annika Rabo held the lecture ‘Kristna i 
Mellanöstern: historia och utmaningar’, 
April 14.

Det populärkulturella kapitalet
Raoul Galli participated in the panel 
discussion ‘Det populärkulturella kapi-
talet’ together with Hanna Fahl (Dagens 
Nyheter) and Kristofer Andersson (Bon 
Magazine), organised by Sony and Jung 
Relations, Trädgården, Stockholm, June 
27. 

faltrapport.wordpress.com
Ulrik Jennische wrote about his fieldwork 
in Tamale, northern Ghana, on his blog 
www.faltrapport.wordpress.com.

Fjärde Världen
Bengt G. Karlsson gave a talk at the one 
day seminar on conflicts over water and 
minerals arranged by Fjärde Världen, 
Slottsbiografen, Uppsala, August 31.

FORES
Christina Garsten participated in the 
conference ‘Tar tankesmedjorna över idé-
utvecklingen? Ett utdrag ur ett semina-
rium om partiernas kris’ (Are think tanks 

taking over the development of ideas?), 
and gave a talk on ‘Tankesmedjorna och 
idéutvecklingen’ (Think tanks and idea 
development). The event was organised 
by the think tank FORES, and held in ABF-
huset (the Workers’ Educational Associa-
tion Building), Stockholm, October 18.

Helsinki Book Fair
Shahram Khosravi talked about his book 
“Laiton” matkaaja: Paperittomuus ja 
rajojen valta (Finnish translation of “Il-
legal” Traveller. An Auto-ethnography of 
Borders), October 27. 

ideell Arena
Christina Garsten participated in Ideell 
Arenas Partnerskapsmöte (the Part-
nership Meeting of Ideell Arena) and 
contributed to the panel ‘Att kommuni-
cera sin idé – en strategisk utmaning för 
ideell sektor’ (To communicate an idea 
– a strategic challenge for the voluntary 
sector), Studieförbundet Vuxenskolan, 
April 16.

indian Association for women Studies 
Dolly Kikon was sub-theme co-organiser, 
‘Women and Globalisation: Women, 
Land, and Access to Social Security’, for 
the Indian Association for Women Stu-
dies 2014 National Conference.

international women’s Club of Gothen-
burg
Monica Lindh de Montoya presented 
a short lecture on microfinance for the 
Gothenburg International Women’s Club, 
November 5. 

Kulturhuset, Stockholm
Shahram Khosravi participated in the 
film screening and discussion on Iran cal-
led ‘Ett fönster till Iran’, October 17.

medelhavsmuseet, Stockholm
Annika Rabo together with Marianne 
Boqvist (Swedish Research Institute In 
Istanbul) organised three public lectures 
on Syria’s culture, history and politics, 
February-March.

Orionteatern, Stockholm  
Shahram Khosravi participated in the 
discussion ‘Hierarkier och utsatthet i ett 
nytt Europa’, October 23.

Rönnels Book shop, Stockholm
Helena wulff did a panel interview with 
Irish writer Anne Enright, February 27.

Seminar for election observers
Annika Rabo participated in a seminar 
about Lebanon for elections observers, 
April 24.

SSu, Stockholm
juan Velasquez held the lecture ‘Demo-
kratisk socialist, det urbana samhället 
och deltagande demokrati’, May 5.  

Stockholm School of Economics
IFL Executive Education
Anette nyqvist held a lecture and se-
minar on ‘Anthropological perspectives 
on bureaucracies and citizens’, Sigtuna, 
January 23 and 12 June.

uppsala County Administrative Board
Susann ullberg held the lecture ‘Vis 
av erfarenheten? Katastrof, minne och 
glömska’ at the annual crisis prepared-
ness conference held at Gimo herrgård 
and organised by the Uppsala County 
Administrative Board, November 1.  

Outreach
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The Andes, Chinchero, Peru.
Photo: Daniel Escobar López
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Contact us
www.socant.su.se

E-mail:
Contact each staff member directly (first 
name.last name@socant.su.se). If you 
do not know who to contact, please 
send an e-mail to socant@socant.su.se.

Visiting address:
Department of Social Anthropology
Universitetsvägen 10 B
Frescati, Stockholm
Södra huset entrance B, 6th floor

Telephone:
Switch board +46 (8) 16 20 00
Fax: +46 (8) 15 88 94

Postal address:
Department of Social Anthropology
Stockholm University
SE-106 91 Stockholm
Sweden
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